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Secretary Jenkins: Mr. Chairman?

Chairman Babin: Yes sir.

Secretary Jenkins: Can I make a couple remarks?

Chairman Babin: Yes sir.

Secretary Jenkins: These division reports, ... Second thing
is from listening to this hydrilla report, I mean, I have not heard 
it before and I think that is a very serious matter and I think it 
is more than just a Wildlife and Fisheries problem. I think that 
probably we might ought to be the initiating agency, but I think we 
ought to talk about doing something on a statewide level and get 
some serious funds together and make the legislature and Governor 
aware of this problem because it looks like it is something that 
could devour us if we don't do something about it. And, if ya'll 
agree, maybe we can put something together at a future Commission 
meeting and get ya'll to adopt a resolution of some sort to support 
that, if you think it is a good idea. And the last little thing I 
want to say is just, back on the oyster business a minute...

Chairman Babin: Mr. Jenkins, let me ask you one thing,
getting back to the hydrilla. You mentioned Wildlife and Fisheries 
being the start up agency to try and get some state funds, it was 
mentioned that it is against federal statute also to transport 
hydrilla from state to state, would it not be possible then to get 
some federal funds?

Secretary Jenkins: Yes, I guess it would be, Mr. Babin. We
can investigate that, I don't know if other states are getting 
federal funds are not.

Chairman Babin: They have a lot more money than the state
does.

Secretary Jenkins: But apparently it is taking hold here and 
I can tell you we don't have the money in this Department to handle 
it, not to come close. So, maybe we will handle it with more money 
or maybe another agency or somebody else will do it. But, its 
hunting and fishing and boating and navigation and a lot of things 
could be affected by this, and I think it is a serious enough 
problem. We've got some information on it, we ought to be the ones 
to put it on the legislature.

Commissioner Carver: I have seen hydrilla at its worst in 
Florida years ago. We are talking 25 years ago, nearly 25 years 
ago at Orange Lake. And, if you don't think it is serious, then 
you just look at some of these places, it is a very serious



problem. And, as far as the Division Reports, I enjoy them. In 
fact I have requested two for next meeting, different areas.

Secretary Jenkins: Okay, well if anybody else wants to hear 
a subject matter, well give us a little notice and we will try to 
get it to you. And, when I say hydrilla, I'm sure there are more 
than just hydrilla, there are other aquatic plants that we probably 
need to pay attention to too and we just kind of put them all in 
the same basket and try to get ...

Commissioner Carver: Yes, but hydrilla is the new kid on the 
block and he is mean.

Commissioner Cormier: So, Jimmy, the Department is going to 
continue looking in it, you made a recommendation.

Secretary Jenkins: Well I'm going to, you know, I mean, I'm 
just thinking out loud right now. But what I intend to do after 
this meeting is try to get together with these folks, get all the 
facts and figures together, maybe take this presentation and 
shorten it a little bit, I noticed you were a little sleepy over 
there early when it was going, I'm just kidding you. No, and maybe 
put it in some kind of presentable form for people that write the 
checks and at least we have put them on notice, we have said there 
is a problem we need to do something about it. I would hate for 
somebody to come back in two or three years and said ya'll knew all 
this stuff and didn't tell us a darn thing about it, you know, so 
we need to tell them about it.

Commissioner Cormier: Well I was just wondering, you made 
mention about it, but Mr. Babin has not said yes, continue on with 
it.

Secretary Jenkins: Well, you know, I would get something 
together maybe by the next meeting and we could have some sort of 
resolution ya'll could adopt to support this thing for us and maybe 
go forward with it.

Chairman Babin: That is what I was going to ask you to do, 
get some information for the next meeting or, if that's too soon 
for the following meeting.

Secretary Jenkins: Next meeting? John is doing this (nodding
yes) .

Chairman Babin: Okay, good.



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 9, 1997

DANIEL BABIN 
CHAIRMAN

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA



The following constitute minutes of the Commission Meeting 
and are not a verbatim transcript of the proceedings. 

Tapes of the meetings are kept at the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

2000 Quail Drive 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808 

For more information, call (504) 765-2806



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 
JANUARY 9, 1997

Page
1. Roll Call 1

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996 1

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 1

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries
Foundation by the Bayou State Bowhunters 2

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field
Leasing Program 2

6. Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster
Leases and Oyster Lease Moratorium 4

7. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit 7

8. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the
1996/97 Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds 8

9. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December 11

10. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs 12
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana 12
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA 13

11. Public Comments 13

12. Adjourn 15



MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 9, 1997

Chairman Glynn Carver presiding.

Jerald Hanchey 
Perry Gisclair 
Joseph Cormier 
Daniel Babin 
Tom Cattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioner McCall was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Carver noted a new member was appointed to the 
Commission and then asked Secretary Jenkins to introduce him. 
Secretary Jenkins stated Mr. Tom Cattle, replacing Commissioner 
Schneider, was an avid outdoorsman and businessman from Lake 
Providence, Louisiana. He felt Mr. Cattle was a good
conservationist and was glad to have him on the Commission. 
Commissioner Cattle stated he was glad to be appointed to the 
Commission. He then asked for patience due to unfamiliarity with 
the workings of the Commission or Department. He stated he looked 
forward to meeting everyone and getting to know everyone.

Chairman Carver called for a motion for approval of the 
December 5, 1996 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. 
The motion passed with no opposition.

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman began with Chairman 
Carver stating the By-Laws of the Commission preclude him from 
being nominated for Chairman. He expressed his appreciation to the 
other Commission members and Department for the efforts made so the 
meetings would run smoothly. Chairman Carver then expressed his 
appreciation to Ms. Susan Hawkins and Mr. Don Puckett. A copy of 
recommended procedures for the election was included in the 
packets. Commissioner Babin made a motion to adopt the recommended 
procedures and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the decision was needed now to have 
the election viva voce or roll call? Mr. Puckett stated the 
Commission could decide then how they wanted to vote. Commissioner 
Gisclair made a substitute motion for the voting to occur with a 
show of hands. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it 
passed with no opposition. Before nominations were taken, Chairman 
Carver stated as soon as a new Chairman was elected, he immediately 
takes over the meeting. Commissioner Hanchey made the nomination



of Mr. Danny Babin as Chairman. Commissioner Cormier made a motion 
to close nominations and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. 
The motion passed with no opposition. Commissioner Babin was 
elected Chairman by acclimation, stated Mr. Puckett. Chairman 
Babin thanked the other members for the vote of confidence. Then 
Chairman Babin asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman. 
Commissioner Cormier made the nomination of Mr. Perry Gisclair for 
Vice-Chairman. Commissioner Gisclair was elected Vice-Chairman by 
acclimation.

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by the 
Bayou State Bowhunters began with Mr. Hugh Bateman announcing the 
great cooperation with the Department by the Bowhunters 
Association. He then asked Mr. Mike Colvin to come forward to make 
a presentation. Mr. Colvin stated he was proud to represent the 
Bayou State Bowhunters Association in making the presentation. The 
funds raised were from hard work and the commitment of a number of 
members from throughout the State. The shoot this year was held on 
Loggy Bayou and Sherburne Wildlife Management Areas. Mr. Colvin 
expressed gratitude to Mr. Steve Hebert and Mr. John Sturgis who 
worked'with the Department. A check in the amount of $677.70 was 
presented for improvements on the Loggy Bayou campground. The 
check for the Sherburne WMA was for $2,185.26 and will be dedicated 
for the telemetry turkey study on the area.

A Notice of Intent on the Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program was given by Mr. Fred Kimmel. The Notice of Intent would 
establish rules for the dove leasing program. In 1994 this program 
began in response to decreasing opportunities for public dove 
hunting. The program leases private agricultural lands for one day 
hunts, generally the opening day of the split. An administrative 
fee is charged to offset the cost of the leases. If a violation 
should occur with this growing program, the rules would give the 
Department the opportunity of issuing a citation. The rules are 
intended to meet two objectives: to provide a safe and orderly 
hunt for the hunters and to protect the landowners property. A 
brief summary of the proposed rules was then given by Mr. Kimmel. 
Commissioner Carver asked how many people participated in the 
program and was the Department anticipating leasing more land this 
year? .Commissioner Gisclair asked what is the time frame for the 
lease and was it only for dove hunting? Commissioner Cormier asked 
if there was a minimum amount of acres a landowner possessed? 
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any liabilities that might 
be overlooked? Mr. Kimmel stated discussions were held with the 
Legal staff and the consensus was the potential liability would be 
similar to that on the Wildlife Management Areas. Mr. Hugh Bateman 
stated his staff checked other states that have had successful 
programs and used their experiences in having the trial hunts. He 
then stated he has not heard of or known of any liability problems 
that have resulted from this type program. Mr. Bateman also added 
the Department would be happy to include any suggestions that could 
help alleviate any exposure to liability. Commissioner Carver
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suggested the liability issue might be looked at further down the 
road. Mr. Puckett stated there is some potential exposure and also 
there is a statute that applies to landowners that provides 
immunity from liability. Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to 
accept the Notice of Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Cormier. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate 
rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting 
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX. Hunting 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons 

§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A. In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the 
lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an 
experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove 
hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are required to have a daily permit. 
This permit will be available at the field on the day of the hunt. 
Permits will be issued on a first come - first serve basis. An 
administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leased fields may be closed to additional hunters 
when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However, 
additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters 
leave the field and surrender their permits.
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3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed 
on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under 
the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be 
denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.

5. Only mourning doves may be taken.

6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at 
check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be 
removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or
roads.

9. No littering. Each hunter is responsible for 
removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased 
property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783
and 56:109B.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing 
to Mr/ Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Danny Babin 
Chairman

Chairman Babin requested that the next item, Discussion of 
Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and Oyster Lease Moratorium, 
be placed on the agenda. He was contacted by representatives of 
the oyster industry to discuss renewal of leases. Chairman Babin 
asked Mr. Mike Voisin to present their concerns. Mr. Mike Voisin, 
an oyster farmer, began by stating the oyster industry has 
supported saving the coast of Louisiana for the past 50 years. 
Oyster farming began back in the late 1800's under Governor Murphy 
Foster's administration with the creation of the current oyster
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leasing system. The leasing system now comprises approximately 
400,000 acres of private and over 1 million acres of public oyster 
bottoms. The total economic impact from the oyster industry is 
more than $100 million per year and generates 10,000 jobs, directly 
and indirectly for south Louisiana. A packet of information was 
presented to each Commissioner. The packet contained a bill from 
the 1995 Legislature that said leasing of state waterbottoms should 
be done with hold harmless clauses; a list of members of the Oyster 
Coastal Restoration Mitigation Committee; leaseholder options for 
oyster lease mitigation from coastal restoration areas; a copy of 
the current lease used by the Department which contains a hold 
harmless clause; a record of Congressional Hearing asking for a 
credit against in-kind share of the Davis Pond project; a letter to 
the Governor, Secretary of DNR and DWF and Mr. Len Bahr relating to 
the Department considering not renewing oyster leases; a Notice of 
Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases which was sent to the 75 leaseholders 
listed in the packet; a letter to the coastal mitigation committee 
which would have developed a legislative packet; and a letter to 
the Governor and Mr. Bahr from the oyster industry and farmers who 
participated in the mitigation committee resigning from the 
committee and asking it be disbanded. Mr. Voisin asked that the 
non-renewal of oyster leases in coastal restoration areas be 
rescinded and the leaseholders be given the right to fair treatment 
that is not outside a process the other leaseholders would 
participate in. He further stated that there would be legislation 
passed this year and policies developed. Also, Mr. Voisin asked 
that the moratorium be lifted since the leaseholders have the 
ability to move their product, substrate and improvements and be 
able to take in new areas to put their products down on. The 
problem with the 75 leaseholders is setting a terrible precedent 
for the industry as a whole, stated Mr. Voisin. Commissioner 
Carver asked how big is the industry and how long has the leasing 
program been in effect? Then he asked who sets the amount per acre 
for the leasing and has it always been $2 per acre? Mr. Voisin 
stated the legislature sets the leasing rate. Then Commissioner 
Carver asked how much does it cost for the Department to operate 
the leases and was it at a break even point? Secretary Jenkins 
stated, when he was on the Commission, it was costing the 
Department approximately $3.5 million over a three year period more 
than what was taken in to operate the oyster leases. Mr. Voisin 
explained an oyster lease was a barren waterbottom that was created 
by moving substrate and oysters onto it and then within three to 
five years later you could have a harvestable product. Every 
aspect of oyster farming was hard work from the ground up to when 
you can eat them, stated Mr. Voisin. Commissioner Carver stated he 
asked for informational reasons and felt the oyster leasing should 
be at a break even point for the Department. Chairman Babin asked 
if the decision to not renew the leases was based on the $2 figure 
or other reasons? Secretary Jenkins stated the leases are for 15 
years and the Department is not obligated to renew them even if 
improvements are made on the lease. The overall effort of the 
State is a commitment to coastal restoration which generally
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resulted in freshwater diversions and in oysters not growing. An 
agreement with Department of Natural Resources has been entered 
into and the Department is obligated not to lease in areas DNR 
designates the freshwater will be in. Commissioner Gisclair stated 
he was under the impression when DNR made their presentation there 
would be a place to relocate the leases and then asked where did 
that stand now? Mr. Phil Bowman stated Department staff and DNR 
staff have been working with oyster industry representatives to 
develop a mitigation program which is becoming a very complex 
issue. A workshop was conducted which resulted in a model that 
would place a numerical value on the proposed impacted lease areas 
and relocation areas. Several versions of legislation have been 
drafted for the implementation of the mitigation process and it was 
hoped by the time the session begins, all parties could be united. 
Commissioner Gisclair stated the timetable he was given in May 1996 
was not the same as what was being discussed now. Then he asked if 
the oyster farmers could move their oysters off the lease and were 
they given any notice? Mr. Don Puckett stated the farmers were 
given until July 1, 1997 to move their improvements off the lease. 
Commissioner Gisclair then asked if there would be any areas 
designated to move the oysters to from the affected areas. 
Chairman Babin stated with the passage of the moratorium, the 
oyster farmers can not only not renew their lease, but they do not 
have the opportunity to get a new lease. Then he asked if the 
legislative process would give the Secretary authority to grant 
short term leases? Mr. Puckett stated the short term leases were 
discussed and both DNR and Wildlife and Fisheries support that 
option. Then he informed the Commission there are four lawsuits 
filed by oyster lessees against the State claiming damages for 
coastal restoration, specifically freshwater diversions. The 
Department has to minimize its liability and the non-renewal of 
oyster leases was one way to do that. Chairman Babin asked, if 
legislation was passed this upcoming session granting the short 
term leases, then would the affected leaseholders not be impacted? 
Mr. Puckett stated the short term lease could be something the 
Department could look into. Commissioner Cormier stated the legal 
problem was if a 15 year lease was given and the freshwater 
diversion went into effect, the Department would have to buy out 
the farmer for the remainder of his time. The Department has their 
hands tied because they can not offer the leaseholders a one, two 
or three year lease. Secretary Jenkins stated the problem could be 
solved if the Department could change the terms of the lease. Mr. 
Voisin stated the Legislature has dealt with the problem with a 
bill stating a hold harmless clause would be included in the 
renewals. The legislation did not say it would not renew leases. 
Mr. Voisin felt the Department was being unfair to the 75 
leaseholders and the problem would be resolved through an options 
packet being legislated this coming session. The Department has 
not done the fair and equitable thing for the citizens of the State 
and oyster farming industry in south Louisiana, stated Mr. Voisin.
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Mr. Ralph Pausina, President of Louisiana Oyster Dealers and 
Growers Association, stated the 15 year leases began with 10 year 
renewals because some of the leases were made with transients. In 
order to make a farming operation, you would need a stable 
environment, stable product and stable sales. Mr. Pausina 
explained the different steps that are required to get a farming 
operation going. Then he stated his Association asked him to ask 
several questions to which they would like a response. These 
questions included: Does the Secretary have the authority and 
right to issue letters of non-renewal? does the Secretary have the 
authority to tell a citizen of Louisiana that he can remove oysters 
from unleased waterbottoms ? does the Secretary have the authority 
to tell a citizen he can remove substrate from the waterbottoms; 
and does the Secretary have the authority to reserve unleased 
waterbottom for a specific purpose; and a moral question concerning 
giving the 6 month timeframe to remove improvements. Chairman 
Babin stated the Commission does not have the authority to do 
anything, but this was a legal issue. To answer the question of 
whether the Secretary has the authority, Chairman Babin felt he did 
and further stated the Commission could not over rule that. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked about Act 1362 and if he was reading 
correctly that no lessee could hold any loss, claims of loss or 
damages? Mr. Puckett stated a hold harmless clause has been placed 
in all leases and a Temporary Restraining Order has been issued to 
prevent the Department from issuing leases with the hold harmless 
clause in it. With this in effect, the Department is not issuing 
any leases. Commissioner Gisclair asked if there is something that 
supersedes State law? Mr. Puckett stated the Plaintiffs are 
raising Constitutional challenges to the placement of the hold 
harmless clause in the lease.

Mr. Wilson Voisin, Jr., Chairman of the Louisiana Oyster Task 
Force, began by thanking Secretary Jenkins for recognizing the huge 
and substantial investments in their leases. He stated the real 
concern from all leaseholders was where would this lead to and the 
uncertainty of not knowing what leases would fall within certain 
projects each year. He thought this really discouraged investment 
into the waterbottoms and that raised the possibility that the 
oyster industry would be gone. Chairman Babin stated this was an 
issue that could not be resolved today and that the Commission can 
not know about everything that goes on. He asked that the 
Commission be kept informed of what follows.

Rule Ratification for the Special Bait Dealer's Permit was 
presented by Mr. Brandt Savoie. This rule would allow the 
fishermen to have two gallons of dead bait on board. There have 
been no public comments received on the proposed rule. Mr. Savoie 
then asked for a motion to adopt the rule. Commissioner Cormier 
made a motion to adopt the rule and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Carver. The motion passed with no opposition.
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(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend the 
regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer's Permit (LAC 
76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in 
R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76

: WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

§329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit
* * *

C. Operations
* * *

3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be 
aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead 
shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the 
water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for 
bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April 
1977) , amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:215 (February 1993), 
LR 23: (January 1997).

Danny Babin 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds was given by Mr. Ron Dugas. 
The law allows the Commission to extend the oyster season past 
April 1 if circumstances warrant. The proposed extension would be 
from April 1 through April 30 and was the result of a massive
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health closure. The area of the extension would be for all grounds 
except two areas, one on the east side of the Mississippi and the 
other in the Terrebonne system, that would close February 1, 1997. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked if Sister Lake would close in the 
Terrebonne system? Commissioner Cattle asked if the public grounds 
being discussed was different from the 400,000 acres of leased 
waterbottoms? Chairman Babin asked Mr. Dugas to read the Therefore 
Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Carver made 
a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded by 
Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97 
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the 
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster 
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one- 
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B(l) for 
extensions through May 15th of each season after 
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force, 
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season, 
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its 
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on 
biological and technical data for all fish for the
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purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum 
continuing social and economic benefit to the State 
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented 
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1, 
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97 
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public 
Oyster Seed Ground, Plaquemines Parish, inside a line 
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to 
Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, 
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, 
including the public grounds in Bay Gardens, Bay Crabe 
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed 
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the 
remaining portions of the public grounds with the 
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be 
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action, if necessary, to close areas if oyster 
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT. FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended.

Danny Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under the
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authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1, 
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close
effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the
remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground 
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south 
to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to 
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public 
grounds in Bay Gardens, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997 
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of 
the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public 
tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Danny Babin 
Chairman

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for December was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of December.

Region I - Minden - 102 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 81 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 243 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 145 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 156 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 180 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 230 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 204 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 222 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 41 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 40 citations.

Seafood Investigative Strike Force - 30 citations.
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The aviation report for December 1996 showed enforcement 
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 76.2 hours for enforcement 
and 19.8 hours for other divisions and a total of 24 citations were 
issued. The grand total of citations issued statewide for the 
month of December was 1,674. Commissioner Carver expressed his 
appreciation for the cases made in Sabine Parish for night hunting. 
Chairman Babin asked if any cases had been made on the over 100 
count for shrimp? Then he encouraged the agents to check shrimp 
boats because he had seen small shrimp coming in.

The first Division Report to be given was from Dr. Lyle Soniat 
on New Information & Education Programs. He began noting that 
20,400 students received hunter education certification, 1,500 
passed the bow hunter education course in 1996 and over 13,700 
students attended aquatic education clinics and workshops. A rough 
copy of the Internet web page was presented to each Commissioner 
and then discussed by Dr. Soniat. A new program. Fun Camp-Families 
Understanding Nature-is intended for single parents with children. 
A loaner program of rods and reels and bait kits is available for 
youths to check out from the library. The marketing program was 
also going through an upgrading and revamping. Then Dr. Soniat 
showed a sample knife that would be available with the Department 
logo commemorating the 75th year of the Conservationist magazine. 
Commissioner Carver asked what will be the selling price for the 
knife? Dr. Soniat stated it would be sold to the public for $150. 
Another new program targeted for fifth grade students was the 
teaching of basic environmental skills and concepts. Commissioner 
Carver asked if anyone with the Department does any work with the 
Tourist Commission or were there any plans for the future? 
Commissioner Cormier asked Dr. Soniat for his phone number so a 
school principal from Lafayette could reach him.

The next report, Hydrilla in Louisiana, began with Mr. Bennie 
Fontenot stating there is a real problem and possible pending 
disaster with this plant in Louisiana. Mr. Richard Brassette, 
Aquatic Plant Research & Control Section, gave a slide presentation 
on the biology, invasion and prognosis of hydrilla. Hydrilla, a 
plant introduced by the aquarium industry, has infestations that 
continue to expand throughout the United States. The plant can 
clog drainage and irrigation canals, can prevent boating access for 
fishing and other recreational activities, can impede commercial 
navigation, can replace more desirable native plants, can degrade 
water quality and decrease property values. In July 1973, the 
plant was first reported in Spanish Lake in Iberia Parish and has 
since become established in numerous waterbodies throughout the 
state. The growth of hydrilla was next explained by Mr. Brassette. 
The plant can grow in depths up to 50 feet and thrive in a variety 
of water conditions. Also explained was the reproduction cycle of 
hydrilla. Once hydrilla is established, eradication is practically 
impossible. Several options are available to control the plant 
such as herbicides, mechanical removal, biological control and lake 
drawdowns. The advantages and disadvantages of each option were
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discussed. The most effective method of hydrilla control is with 
the sterile triploid grass carp. Lakes currently undergoing 
drawdown procedures for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau, 
Chicot Lake, Henderson Lake and Spring Bayou. A very conservative 
estimate of 30,000 acres was the reported infestation of hydrilla. 
Mr. Brassette felt hydrilla would never be eradicated from 
Louisiana and a concerted effort should be made to educate the 
public to the danger of introducing exotic species to Louisiana's 
water resources.

An unidentified speaker asked Mr. Fontenot about the triploid 
grass carp stocked in Caney Lake. Mr. Fontenot stated the 
Department is trying to remove the carp from Caney Lake now. Then 
he noted a division report would be presented at the next 
Commission Meeting on Caney Lake.

Mr. Tony Vidrine gave a slide presentation on the Oil Spill at 
Attakapas WMA. A well blowout occurred in Union Oil No. 1 Canal on 
November 26, 1996. On December 1, 1996, oil condensate and brine 
was sprayed into the canal and surrounding forested areas. 
Approximately 4,000 to 4,500 barrels was sprayed into the 
environment until it was capped on.December 5, 1996. The clean up 
began as soon as it was capped and would continue for another three 
months. Approximately 20 acres were heavily soiled and another 300 
acres received light to moderate oiling. There were no reported 
dead wildlife in the area, but there were a few dead fish in the 
canals. A Natural Resource Damage Assessment may be pursued in the 
future depending on the final results. Commissioner Carver asked 
what percent of the oil could be cleaned up from both the water and 
the land? Mr. Vidrine stated the canals have been 95 percent 
cleaned up and it was undeterminable on the forested lands.

Secretary Jenkins stated the division reports would continue 
if the Commission agreed. He felt the hydrilla was a very serious 
matter and was more than just a wildlife and Fisheries matter and 
felt the Legislature and Governor should be made aware of the 
possible impacts. Then on the oyster issue, he said there are 
365,000 acres of oyster leases and the 75 farmers that were 
discussed earlier in the meeting only represents 1 percent of those 
acres. Chairman Babin asked, with it being prohibited to transport 
hydrilla from state to state, would it be possible to obtain 
federal funds also? Commissioner Carver stated he has seen 
hydrilla at its worst 25 years ago in Florida. Then he stated he 
enjoyed the division reports and asked that two areas be reported 
on at the next Commission meeting. Commissioner Cormier asked if 
the Department would continue looking into the matter of the 
hydrilla? Chairman Babin asked that some information be gathered 
for the next meeting or the following meeting?

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
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Mr. Hugh Smith, Baton Rouge, stated many duck hunters from the 
east zone have been disappointed this year with the numbers in 
Louisiana. He found out that 82 percent of the ducks were still in 
Missouri and southwest Illinois. He then asked the Department to 
prepare paperwork seeking an extension of 10 to 14 days in the east 
zone from the Federal Government. Then Mr. Smith asked about the 
regulation on creeping geese. He explained how the goose 
population was in danger of a tremendous die-off. Secretary 
Jenkins stated he had no objection to the extension especially 
after the expectations that were given. Commissioner Carver 
stated, due to the hot weather, he would like the deer season 
extended. Commissioner Hanchey also stated, if you request an 
extension for the east zone, why not include the west zone? Mr. 
Hugh Bateman stated Mr. Robert Helm would provide a complete report 
at the next Commission meeting. After the hunting season was over, 
hunter success would probably be better than most states. Also, 
the hunting from southeast Louisiana was reported as being 
exceptional. Secretary Jenkins stated if the information presented 
by Mr. Smith could be verified, he would seek an extension. Both 
Commissioner Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier asked the extension 
be for both the east and west zones.

Mrs. Marilyn Rotolo, Louisiana Seafood Management Council, 
stated they had one of the greatest hunting seasons in Venice in 
the last 10 years. Then she asked if the Council could receive a 
copy of assessment reports that are due to the legislature in 
accordance with Act 1316. Mr. John Roussel stated the reports are 
due to the legislature by March 1st, so a presentation would be 
made at the February Commission Meeting. Secretary Jenkins stated 
he did not feel the reports should be sent out until the Commission 
has a chance to review and approve them. Commissioner Cormier felt 
Secretary Jenkins was correct in that the reports should not be 
sent out while still in draft form. Mrs. Rotolo stated the Council 
wanted the reports only after they are approved.

Commissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has been involved 
in a lawsuit, and asked that copies of the summary judgement, and 
the basis for the judgement be provided to the Commission. Mr. Don 
Puckett stated the Department has not received anything in writing 
on the judgement in the case, Marceaux vs. State of Louisiana, et. 
al. The judgement was awarded in favor of the Plaintiff and an 
appeal will be taken. Commissioner Gisclair then asked if the 
members were identified in the class action suit and what would be 
the total dollar figure? Secretary Jenkins stated one question 
that needs to be answered is, will interest need to be paid. Mr. 
Puckett stated interest would be a big factor in determining a 
total figure.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the next Commission meeting 
would be held on February 6, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. He then stated 
there was discussion to move the time from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and asked the pleasure of the Commission. Commissioner Gisclair
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made a motion to change the time for the February 6 meeting to 1:00 
p.m. and it was seconded by Commissioner Carver. The motion passed 
with opposition from Commissioner Cattle and Commissioner Cormier.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting.

Secretary
JHJ:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, January 9, 1997

Chairman Glynn Carver presiding.

Jerald Hanchey 
Perry Gisclair 
Joseph Cormier 
Daniel Babin 
Tom Cattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Commissioner McCall was absent from the meeting.

Chairman Carver noted a new person was appointed to the 
Commission and then asked Secretary Jenkins to introduce him. 
Secretary Jenkins stated Mr. Tom Cattle, replacing

conservationist and l̂ ggtLJâ was glad to have him on the Commission. 
Commissioner Cattle stated tie was glad to be appointed to the 
Commission. He then asked for patience due to unfamiliarity ef^Ehe 
workings of the Commission or Department. He stated he looked ■
forward to meeting everyone and getting to know everyone.

Chairman Carver called for a motion for approval of the 
December 5, 1996 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was 
made by Commissioner Babin and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair.
The motion passed with no opposition.

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman began with Chairman 
Carver stating the By-Laws of the Commission preclude him from 
being nominated for Chairman. He expressed his appreciation to the 
other Commission members and Department for the efforts made so the 
meetings would run smoothly. Chairman Carver then expressed his 
appreciation to Ms. Susan Hawkins and Mr. Don Puckett. A copy of 
recommended procedures for the jZiection was included in the 
packets. Commissioner Babin made a motion to adopt the recommended 
procedures and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. 
Commissioner Gisclair asked if the decision was needed now to have 
the election viva voce or roll call? Mr. Puckett stated the 
Commission could decide then how they wanted to vote. Commissioner

show of hands. Commissioner Cormier seconded the me 
with no opposition. Before nominations were taken, Chairman Carver 
stated as soon as a new Chairman was elected, he immediately takes 
over the meeting. Commissioner Hanchey made the nomination of Mr.

Schneider^ was an avid outdoorsman and busines
rovidence, uouisianaT He felt Mr. CattleCattle was a good

Gisclair made a substitute motion for the voting
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Danny Babin as ChaWman. Commissioner Cormier made a motion to 
close nominations and it was seconded by Commissioner Hanchey. The 
motion passed with no opposition. Commissioner Babin was elected 
chairman by acclamation, stated Mr. Puckett. Chairman Babin 
thanked the other members for the vote of confidence. Then 
Chairman Babin asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman. 
Commissioner Cormier made the nomination of Mr. Perry Gisclair for 
Vice-Chairmaftr-— gyseteSease Commissioner Gisclair was elected Vice- 
Chairman by acclimation.

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by the 
Bayou State Bowhunters began with Mr. Hugh Bateman announcing the 
great cooperation with the Department by the Bowhunters 
Association. He then asked Mr. Mike Colvin to come forward to make 
a presentation. Mr. Colvin stated he was proud to represent the 
Bayou State Bowhunters Association in making the presentation. The 
funds raised were from hard work and the commitment of a number of 
members from throughout the State. The shoot this year was held _oj 
Loggy Bayou and Sherburne Wildlife Management Aresk " Mr. Colvin 
expressed gratitude to Mr. Steve Hebert and Mr. John Sturgis who 
worked with the Department. A check in the amount of $677.70 was 
presented for improvements on the Loggy Bayou campground. The 
check for the Sherburne WMA was for $2,185.26 and 
dedicated for the telemetry turkey study on the area.

would"

A Notice of Intent on the Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program was given by Mr. Fred Kimmel. The Notice of Intent would 
establish rules for the dove leasing program. In 1994 this program 
began in response to decreasing opportunities for public dove 
hunting. The program leases private agricultural lands for one day 
hunt^generally the opening day of the split. An administrative 
fee is charged to offset the cost of the leases. If a violation 
should occur with this growing program, the rules would give the ^  
Department the opportunity of issuing a citation. The rules are— -" 
intended to meet two objectives: y^Safe and orderlyhunt for the ^
hunters and to protect the landowners property. A brief summary of -?
the proposed rules was then given by Mr. Kimmel. Commissioner 
Carver asked how many people participated in the program and was 
the Department anticipating leasing more land this year? 
Commissioner Gisclair asked what is the time frame for the lease 
and was it only for dove hunting? Commissioner Cormier asked if 
there was a minimum amount of acres a landowner possessed? 
Commissioner Carver asked if there were any liabilities that might 
be overlooked? Mr. Kimmel stated discussions were held with the 
Legal staff and the consensus was the potential liability would be 
sTmilaF to tfrcegs- that o ggSfepgscgr on the Wildlife Management Areas.
Mr? Hugh Bateman stated his staff checked other states that have 
had successful programs and used their experiences in having the 
trial hunts. He then stated he has not heard of or known of any 
liability problems that have resulted from this type program. Mr.
Bateman also added the Department would be happy to include any 
suggestions that could help alleviate any exposure to liability.
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Commissioner Carver suggested the liability issue might be looked 
at further down the road. /Mr. Puckett stated there is some 
potential exposure and also/there is a statute that applies to 
landowners that provides ^  immunity from liability 
Commissioner Hanchey made a motion to accept the Notice of Intent 
and it was seconded by Commissioner Cormier. The motion passed 
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife.and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate 
rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting 
by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
Part XIX. Hunting 

Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons 
§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A. In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the 
lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an 
experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by 
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove 
hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are required to have a daily permit. 
This permit will be available at the field on the day of the hunt. 
Permits will be issued on a first come - first serve basis. An 
administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leased fields may be closed to additional hunters 
when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However, 
additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters 
leave the field and surrender their permits.
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3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed 
on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under 
the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be 
denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.

5. Only mourning doves may be taken.

6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at 
check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be 
removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or
roads.

9. No littering. Each hunter is responsible for 
removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased 
property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783
and 56:109B.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 
fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of 
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing 
to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Danny Babin 
Chairman

Chairman Babin requested th^t<rhe next item, Discussion of 
Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster^ir^ases and Oyster Lease Moratorium, 
be placed on the agenda. He/was contacted by representatives of 
the oyster industry to dispfiss renewal of leases. Chairman Babin 
asked Mr. Mike Voisin to present their concerns. Mr. Mike Voisin, 
an oyster farmer, beganVstating the oyster industry has supported 
saving the coast of Louisiana for the past 50 years. Oyster 
farming began back in the late 1800's under Governor Murphy 
Foster's administration with the creation of the current oyster
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leasing system. The leasing system now comprises approximately 
400,000 acres of private and over 1 million acres of public oyster 

The total economic impact from the oyster industry is more 
than $100 million per year and generates 10,000 jobs, directly and 
indirectly for south Louisiana. A packet of information was 
presented to each Commissioner. The packet contained a bill from 
the 1995 Legislature that said leasing of state waterbottoms should 
be done with hold harmless clauses; farfstT̂ br members of the Oyster 
Coastal Restoration Mitigation Committee; leaseholder options for 
oyster lease mitigation from coastal restoration areas; a copy of 
the current lease used by the Department which contains a hold 
harmless clause; a record of Congressional Hearing asking for a 
credit against in-kind share of the Davis Pond project; a letter to 'th 
Governor, Secretary of DNR and DWF and Mr. Len Bahr relating to the 
Department considering not renewing oyster leases; a Notice of Non- 
Renewal of Oyster Leases which was sent to the 75 leaseholders 
listed in the packet; a letter to the coastal mitigation committee 
which would have developed a legislative packet; and a letter to 
the Governor and Mr. Bahr from the oyster industry and farmers who 
participated in the mitigation committee resigning from the 
committee and asking it be disbanded. Mr. Voisin asked that the 
non-renewal of oyster leases in coastal restoration areas be 
rescinded and the leaseholders be given the right to fair treatment 
that is not outside a process the other leaseholders would 
participate in. He further stated that there would be legislation 
passed this year and policies developed. Also, Mr. Voisin asked 
that the moratorium be lifted since the leaseholders have the 
ability to move their product, substrate and improvements and be 
able to take in new areas to put their products down on. The 
problem with the 75 leaseholders is setting a terrible precedent 
for the industry as a whole, stated Mr. Voisin. Commissions 
Carver asked how big is the industry and how long has Y'teasing 
program been in effect? Then he asked who sets the amount per acre 
for the leasing and has it always been $2 per acre? Mr. Voisin 
stated the legislature sets the leasing rate. Then Commissioner 
Carver asked how much does it cost for the Department to operate 
the leases and was it at a break even point? Secretary Jenkins 
stated, when he was on the Commission, it was costing the 
Department approximately $3.5 million over a three year period more 
tE^n what was taken in to operate the oyster leases. Mr. Voisin 
'explained an oyster leEse wa"S'"'a~"bafrefTwaTterb6trtdm-that was created 
with a substrate and move oysters onto and then plan three to five, 
Wears later a harvestable product./~Every aspect of oyster farming 
was hard work from the ground up to when you can eat them, stated 
Mr. Voisin. Commissioner Carver stated he asked for informational 
reasons and felt the oyster leasing should be at a break even point 
for the Department. Chairman Babin asked if the decision to not 
"renew the leasesVbased on the $2 figure or other reasons? 
Secretary Jenkins stated the leases are for 15 years and the 
Department is not obligated to renew them even if improvements are 
made on the lease. The overall effort of the State wad a" 
commitment to coastal restoration which generally resulted in
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freshwater diversions and in oysters not growing. An
agreement with Department of Natural Resources has been entered 
into and the Department is obligated not to lease in areas DNR 
designates the freshwater will be in. Commissioner Gisclair stated 
he was under the impression when DNR made their presentation there 
would be a place to relocate the leases and then asked where did 
that stand now% Mr. Phil Bowman stated Department staff and DNR 
"staff'Nta-s been working with oyster industry representatives to 
develop a mitigation program which is becoming a very complex 
issue. A workshop was conducted which resulted in a model that 
would place a numerical value on the proposed impacted lease areas 
and relocation areas. Several versions of legislation have been 
drafted for the implementation of the mitigation process and it was 
hoped by the time the session begins, all parties could be united. 
Commissioner Gisclair stated the timetable he was given in May 1996 
was not the same as what was being discussed now. Then he asked if 
the oyster farmers could move their oysters off the lease and were 
they given any notice? Mr. Don Puckett stated the farmers were 
given until July 1, 1997 to move their improvements off the lease. 
Commissioner Gisclair then asked if there would be any areas 
designated to move the oysters to from the affected areas. 
Chairman Babin stated with the passage of the moratorium, the 

— oyslei lui'iiieio can nor only/renew their lease, but they do not have 
the opportunity to get a new lease. Then he asked if the 
legislative process would give the Secretary authority to grant 
short term leases? Mr. Puckett stated the short term leases 
discussed and both DNR and Wildlife and Fisheries support that 
option. Then he informed the Commission there are four lawsuits 
filed by oyster lessees against the State claiming damages for 
coastal restoration, specifically freshwater diversions. The 
Department has to minimize its liability and the non-renewal of 
oyster leases was one way to do that. Chairman Babin asked, if 
legislation was passed this upcoming session granting the shpri. 
term leases,thenYthe affected leaseholders v^Si^Tnot be impacted? 
Mr. Puckett stated the short term lease could be something the 
Department could look into. Commissioner Cormier stated the legal 
problem was if a 15 year lease was given and the freshwater 
diversion went into effect, the Department would have to buy out 
the farmer for the remainder of his time. The Department has their 
hands tied because they can not offer the leaseholders a one, two 
or three year lease. Secretary Jenkins stated the problem could be 
solved if the Department could change the terms of the lease. Mr. 
Voisin stated the Legislature has dealt with the problem with a 
bill stating a hold harmless clause would be included in the 
renewals. The legislation did not say it would not renew leases. 
Mr. Voisin felt the Department was being unfair to the 75 
leaseholders and the problem would be resolved through an options 
packet being legislated this coming session. The Department has 
not done the fair and equitable thing for the citizens of the State 
and oyster farming industry in south Louisiana, stated Mr. Voisin.

/ /
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Mr. Ralph Pausina, President of Louisiana Oyster Dealers and 
Growers Association, stated the 15 year leases began with 10 year 
renewals because some of the leases were made with transients. In 
order to make a farming operation, you would need a stable 
environment, stable product and stable sales. Mr. Pausina 
explained the different steps that are required to get a farming 
operation going. Then he stated his Association asked him to ask 
several questions to which they would like a response. These 
questions included: x^^loes the Secretary have the authority and 
right to issue letter*non-renewal; does the Secretary have the 
authority to tell a citizen of Louisiana that he can remove oysters 
from unleased waterbottoms; does the Secretary have the authority 
to tell a citizen he can remove substrate from the waterbottoms; 
and does the Secretary have the authority to reserve unleased 
waterbottom for a specific purpose; and a moral question concerning 
giving the 6 month timeframe to remove improvements. Chairman 
Babin stated the Commission does not have the authority to do 
anything, but this was a legal issue. To answer the question of 
whether the Secretary has the authority, Chairman Babin felt he did 7%*/-* 
and further stated the Commission could not over ruld< 
Commissioner Gisclair asked about Act 1362 and if he was reading 
correctly that no lessee could hold any loss, claims of loss or 
damages? Mr. Puckett stated a hold harmless clause has been placed 
in all leases and a Temporary Restraining Order has been issued to 

event the Department from issuing leases with the hold harmless 
claused in it. With this in effect, the Department is not issuing 
any leases. Commissioner Gisclair asked if there is something that 
supersedes State law? Mr. Puckett stated the Plaintiffs are 
raising Constitutional challenges to the placement of the hold 
harmless clause in the lease.

Mr. Wilson Voisin, Jr., Chairman of the Louisiana Oyster Task 
Force, beganythanking Secretary Jenkins for recognizing the huge 
and substantial investments in their leases. He stated the real 7^ 
concern from all leaseholders was where would this lead to andVnotf' 
knowing what leases would fall within certain projects each year. 
He^tnougnt this really discouraged investment into the waterbottoms 
and-/ the possibility that the oyster industry would be gone.
Chairman Babin stated this was an issue that couldVEe resolved 
today and that the Commission can not know about everything that 
goes on. He asked that the Commission be kept informed of what 
follows.

Rule Ratification for the Special Bait Dealer's Permit was
presented by Mr. Brandt Savoie. This rule would allow the 
fiRhArmen to have two gallons of dead bait on board. There have 
been no public comment# received on the proposed rule. Mr. Savoie 
then asked for a motion to adopt the rule. Commissioner Cormier 
made a motion to adopt the rule and it was seconded by Commissioner 
Carver. The motion passed with no opposition.



(The full text of the Rule is made a 
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend the 
regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer's Permit (LAC 
76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in 
R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 
§329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit

* * *

C. Operations
* * *

3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be 
aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead 
shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the 
water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for 
bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April 
1977) , amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:215 (February 1993), 
LR 23: (January 1997).

Danny Babin 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency for Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds was given by Mr. Ron Dugas.

.rji&rff' The J,aw_a-Llows the Commission to extend the oyster season passed / '
' "April 1 if circumstances fr̂ csonts itself. The proposed extension 

would be from April 1 through April 30 and was the result of a
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massive health closure. The area of the extension would be for all 
grounds except two areas, one on the east side of the Mississippi 
and the other in the Terrebonne system, that would close February 
1, 1997. Commissioner Gisclair asked if Sister Lake would close in 
the Terrebonne system? Commissioner Cattle asked if the public 
grounds being discussed was different from the 400,000 acres of 
leased waterbottoms? Chairman Babin asked Mr. Dugas to read the 
Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner 
Carver made a motion to accept the Resolution and it was seconded 
by Commissioner Hanchey. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97 
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the 
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster 
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one- 
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and 
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B(l) for 
extensions through May 15th of each season after 
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force, 
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season, 
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25) (a) allows the Commission, through its 
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on 
biological and technical data for all fish for the
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purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum 
continuing social and economic benefit to the State 
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented 
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Oyster Seed 
Reservation shall close effective at 5 p.m. February 1, 
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97 
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public 
Ovster Seed Ground. Plaquemines Parish, inside a line 
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to 
Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, 
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, 
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe 
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed 
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the 
remaining portions of the public grounds with the 
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action, if necessary, to close areas if oyster 
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended.

Danny Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife & Fisheries La. Department of wildlife and
Commission Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under the
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authority of R.S. 56:6(25) (a) , R. S . 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1,
notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close 
effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the
remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2 . That an area on the Breton Sound Public Oyster Seed Ground 
inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south 
to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to 
the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public 
grounds in Bay Gardens, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997 
at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of 
the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public 
tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Danny Babin 
Chairman

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for December was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of December.

Region I - Minden - 102 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 81 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 243 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 145 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 156 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 180 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 230 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 204 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 222 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 41 citations.

Statewide Strike Force - 40 citations.

Seafood Investigative Strike Force - 30 citations.
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The aviation report for December 1996 showed enforcement 
pilots flew three airplanes a total of 76.2 hours for enforcement 
and 19.8 hours for other divisions and a total of 24 citations were 
issued. The grand total of citations issued statewide for the 
month of December was 1,674. Commissioner Carver expressed his 
appreciation for the cases made in Sabine Parish for night hunting. 
Chairman Babin asked if any cases had been made on the over 100 
count for shrimp? Then he encouraged the agents to check shrimp 
boats because he had seen small shrimp coming in.

The first Division Report to be given was from Dr. Lyle Soniat 
on New Information & Education Programs. He began noting that 
20,400 students received hunter education certification, 1,500 
passed the bow hunter education course in 1996 and over 13,700 
students attended aquatic education clinics and workshops. A rough 
copy of the Internet web page was presented to each Commissioner 
and then discussed by Dr. Soniat. A new program, Fun Camp-Families 
Understanding Nature-is intended for single parents with childrepfZ) 
bcr uaLdufc>i<jĝ l3grfrs. A loaner program of rods and reels and bait 
kits is available for youths to check out from the library. The 
marketing program was also going through an upgrading and 
revamping. Then Dr. Soniat showed a sample knife that would be 
available with the Department logo commemorating the 75th year of 
the Conservationist magazine. Commissioner Carver asked what will 
be the selling price for the knife? Dr. Soniat stated it would be 
sold to the public for $150. Another new program targeted for 
fifth grade students was the teaching of basic environmental skills 
and concepts. Commissioner Carver asked if anyone with the
Department does any work with the Tourist Commission or whereTthere 
any plans for the future? Commissioner Cormier asked Dr. Soniat 
for his phone number so a school principal from Lafayette could
reach him. .

The next report, HydrilTa in Louisiana, began with Mr/ Bennie 
Fontenot stating there ma-e a real problem and possible/disaster 
with this plant in Louisiana. Mr. Richard Brassette, Aquatic Plant 
Research & Control Section, gave a slide presentation on the 
biology,; invasion and prognosis of hydrilla. Hydrilla, a 
/intro5uced\plant/by the aquarium industry, has infestations that 
continue to expand throughout the United States. The plant can 
clog drainage and irrigation canals, can prevent boating access for 
fishing and other recreational activities, /impede coimuercia 
navigation, can replace more desirable native plants,̂ /aegraae water 
quality and decrease property values. In July 1973, the plant
first reported in Spanish Lake in Iberia Parish and has 
.established in numerous waterbodies throughout the state. The 
growthl&a!W4^ of hydrilla was next explained by Mr. Brassette. The.

/become

plant_can-grow0* in depths up to 50 feet and thrivep^in a variety of 
conditions. Also explained was the reproduction cycle of 

hydrilla. Once hydrilla is established, eradication is practically 
impossible. Several options are available to control the plant 
such as herbicides, mechanical removal, biological control and lake

O
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drawdowns. The advantages and disadvantages of each option were 
discussed. The most effective method of hydrilla control is with 
the sterile triploid grass carp. Lakes currently undergoing 
drawdown procedures for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau, 
Chicot Lake, Henderson Lake and Spring Bayou. A very conservative 
estimate of 30,000 acres was the reported infestation of hydrilla. 
TTn— BiHBsette felt^XuiTiuliUha would never be eradicated from 
-hydi’llln and a concerted effort should be made to educate the 
public to the danger of introducing exotic species to Louisiana's 
water resources.

An unidentified speaker asked Mr. Fontenot about the triploid 
grass carp stocked in Caney Lake. Mr. Fontenot stated the 
Departmen^aee trying to remove the carp from Caney Lake now. Then 
he noted a division report would be presented at the next 
Commission Meeting on Caney Lake.

Mr. Tony Vidrine gave a slide presentation on the Oil Spill at 
Attakapas WMA. A well blowout occurred in Union Oil No. 1 Canal on 
November 26, 1996. On December 1, 1996, oil condansating" brine was 
sprayed into the canal and surrounding forested areas. 
Approximately 4,000 to 4,500 barrels was sprayed into the 
environment until it was capped on December 5, 1996. The clean up 

/} began as soon as it was capped and would continueep-for another 
three months. Approximately 20 acres were heavily soiled and

acr&s light to moderate oiling. There were noanother 300 ce oiling. 
did^f i W alreported dead wildlife in the area, but did- fijsd^a^few dead fish in 

the canals. A Natural Resource Damage Assessment may be pursued in 
the future depending on the final results. Commissioner Carver 
asked what percent of the oil could be cleaned up from both the 
water and the land? Mr. Vidrine stated the canals have been 95 
percent cleaned up and it was undeterminable on the forested lands.

%

%
-7%

Secretary Jenkins stated the division reports would continue 
if the Commission agreed. He felt the hydrilla was a very serious 
matter and was more than just a Wildlife and Fisheries matter and 
felt the Legislature and Governor should be made aware of the_ ^  - / 
possible impacts. Then on the oyster issue ,V^Ehere are 3 65,000 /
acres of oyster leases and the 75 farmers that were discussed 
earlier in the meeting only represents 1 percent of those acres.
Chairman Babin askecj^with it being prohibited to transport hydrilla 
from state to stated would it be possible to obtain federal funds 
also? Commissioner Carver stated he has seen hydrilla at its worst 
25 years ago in Florida. Then he stated he enjoyed the division 
reports and asked that two areas be reported on at the next 
Commission meeting. Commissioner Cormier asked if the Department 
would continue looking into the matter of the hydrilla? Chairman 
Babin asked that some information be gathered for the next meeting 
or the following meeting?

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
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Mr. Hugh Smith, Baton Rouge, stated many duck hunters from the 
east zone have been disappointed this year with the numbers in 
Louisiana. He found out that 82 percent of the ducks were still in 
Missouri and southwest Illinois. He then asked the Department to 
prepare paperwork seeking an extension of 10 to 14 days in the east 
zone from the Federal Government. Then Mr. Smith asked about the 
regulation on creeping geese. He explained how the goose 
population was in danger of a tremendous die-off. Secretary 
Jenkins stated he had no objection to the extension especially 
after the expectations that were given. Commissioner Carver statecj^ 
due to the hot weather, he would like the deer season extended. 
Commissioner Hanchey also stated, if you request an extension for 
the east zone, why not include the west zone? Mr. Hugh Bateman 
stated Mr. Robert Helm would provide a complete report at the next 
Commission meeting. After the hunting season was over, hunter 
success would probably be better than most states. Also, the 
hunting from southeast Louisiana was reported as being exceptional. 
Secretary Jenkins stated if the information presented by Mr. Smith 
could be verified, he would seek an extension. Both Commissioner 
Hanchey and Commissioner Cormier asked the extension be for both 
the east and west zones.

Mrs. Marilyn Rotolo, Louisiana Seafood Management Council, 
stated they had one of the greatest hunting seasons in Venice esaef/%/ 
the last 10 years. Then she asked if the Council could receive a 
copy of assessment reports that are due to the legislature in 
accordance with Act 1316. Mr. John Roussel stated the reports are 
due to the legislature by March 1st, so a presentation would be 
made at the February Commission Meeting. Secretary Jenkins stated 
he did not feel the reports should be sent out until the Commission 
has a chance to review and approve them. Commissioner Cormier felt 
Secretary Jenkins was correct in that the reports should not be 
sent out while still in draft form. Mrs. Rotolo stated the Council 
wanted the reports only after they are approved.

Commissioner Gisclair stated the Commission has been involved 
in a lawsuit, and asked that copies of the summary judgement,ktHe^ 
basis for the judgement be provided to the Commission. Mr. Don 
Puckett stated the Department has not received anything in writing 
on the judgement in the case, Marceaux vs. State of Louisiana, et. 
al. The judgement was awarded in favor of the Plaintiff and an
appeal will be taken. .Commissioner Gisclair then asked if the
members were identified in the class action suit and what would be 
the total dollar figure? Secretary Jenkins stated one question 
that needs to be answered is, will interest need to be paid. Mr. 
Puckett stated interest would be a big factor in determining a 
total figure.

Chairman Babin reminded everyone the next Commission meeting 
would be held on February 6, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. He then stated
there was discussion to move the time from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and asked the pleasure of the Commission. Commissioner Gisclair
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made a motion to change the time for the February 6 meeting to 1:00 
p.m. and it was seconded by Commissioner Carver. The motion passed 
with opposition from Commissioner Cattle and Commissioner Cormier.

There being no further business, Commissioner Cormier made a 
motion to Adjourn the meeting.

JHJ:sch

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Secretary
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new tide coach Mike Dubose after Rudd.made the 

senior season.

Rudd turns proI
/ear joins ranks of early entrants

: season opener against Idaho for 
NCAA rules.violations, missed the 

. y S S i t S T "  ' ' Oklahoma game with a knee 
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. di, junior. Southern caiiiornia entn game. Leandrew Childs had
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i . .. ■ seniors.

1 Miami with 42 catches . Blackwell said his decision .had 
irds and three touch- nothing to do with the fact that the 
ght games last season. Aztecs will have an unproven 
of Green, along with quarterback next.year following 

main.Mack.and defen- the graduation'of Billy.Blanton, 
jnard Lang, who’ve also , Blanton became just the second 
> go pro,! will.hurt the % player in school history, to have 
>. Miami, which is lim- consecutive 3,OOO^yard seasons 
scholarships this'year and finished his career with 8,165 
NCAA sanctions, can’t yards and 67 touchdowns, 29 in

om Lake City; Flal.'said "... “This decision, is basically f o r , 
t care which team.se-; , me and iny family.; It Has nothing . 
r what place he’s taken to' do with, the-program ,” said 

- . Blackwell, who’s from Oakland,
.itibri arid niy goals are “Everybody here.has been great 
:st receiver in the draft, to me and it’s worked out well, and 
rd and be the No: 1 re- I feel like it’s time for me to go.” . 
a,” he said. ■  NEBRASKA’S WISTROM
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LDWF’s  JehkiiSsf.

Move to tiy to offset ‘pdon’ hunting
which is directing the diyeraion p ro ; 
jects. He said the problem is that the! 
projects will be completed during, 
the 15-year lease period.and would.

. .subject, the. state to  .legal challenge 
from the oystermen for ruining 
their leases. ,

Voison said a'1995 “hold harmless” . 
..law t-A ct 1362,~.would relieve the 

state from any legal challenge from 
the oystermen. r : ,.:V ": f :;

“If, the State Legislature would 
give us the chance to lease for one, 
two dr three year's, then we could 
solve the problem,” Jenkins said. 
“Right now- state, law allows us to 
lease for 15 years that’s afi.” ‘. .

Voison said the moratorium and ‘ 
' non-renewing decisions will be very 
costly .to the 75 farmers,, that the 
amount of hard material used to 
make productive beds involves a 
five-year process, with three more 
years needed to raise niarket-sized 

; oysters. • ■ . ' . 7 /  :;" v " '
Jenkins said the 4,000 acres 

involved in the decision is a small 
percentage" of the .state’s "365,000 
acres, leased for oyster production.

In other action: ' ;■
• Houma shrim p wholesaler 

Daniel Babin was elected to chair 
the commission for the year, and 
Perry Gisclair from Golden Meadow 
to continue as yice-chairmah;

• voted "in; new regulations for a 
Special Bait Dealer’s Permit;

• passed a "Notice of Intent for 
rules governing'"the Wildlife 
Division’s Experimental Dove Field 
Leasing Program; ; .
. • accepted donations.from the

; Bayou.State Bowhunters totaling 
$2,862 for projects at Sherburne and 
Loggy Bayou wildlife management

• heard reports about the early 
December oil spill ; in the 
Atchafalay'a Basin; increasing 
waterway problems with fast-grow- 
ing hydrilla and hew Information; 
and Education section programs;

• and, changed the time of its Feb.
' 6 meeting in Baton Rouge from 10

a.m. to 1p.m.; .

Hugh Smith stunned the.gathering 
at the Louisiana W ildlife; and 
Fisheries Commission meeting 
Thursday when he. asked the seven*

. man board and D epartm ent of 
Wildlife and Fisheries biologists to 
ask for additional days for the 
state’s duck hunters. ’

The Baton Rouge hunter said the 
consensus around the state is that 
“duck hunting has been poor, and 
we’re very disappointed with it 
especially a fte r reading that we 
would have 89 million ducks this 
year.’’. • ••• -  .

Smith said several sources con
firmed that most Louisiana-bound 
ducks were holding in Illinois and 
Missouri before the current cold 
wave sent them south. '. ’ . . .

“We just hiave not seendhe num
bers that should have beeri here," 
Smith said. “That’s why I’m asking 
for additional days. There is a prece
d e n t,!  believe in the late 1960s, 
when the department got more days 
for the season.” .
.. LDWF Wildlife Division admin
istrator Hugh Bateman said he did
n’t recall the year Smith described, 
but confirmed Smith’s assessment 
about the low numbers of ducks.

Departm ent .secretary  Jimmy, 
Jenkins Jr. said with only a few days 
left in the season — the West Zone’s 
season ends Thursday and the East 
Zone’s final day is Jan, 19 --. the 
department will'contact the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service seeking 
the additional days.. .. , . ^
1 Smith’s plea came after an even 

more.impassioned plea from oys- 
terman Mike Voison,',who said the 
LDWF has been !‘totally .unfair” in 
not renewing the state-waterbottom 
leases for 75 oyster growers.
" In December, the departirient in
formed the 75 lease holders that 
their 15-year,' $2-per-acre leases 
would not renewed. The leases are 
in freshw ater-diversion project 
areas, which would be rendered 
ineffective for growing oysters 
when the projects were completed. 
The. letter gave.the ,75 oystermen 
until July 1 to remove oysters'arid 
the bottom-hardening material used 
to make the oyster beds.

Voison, from  Houma, said the 
problem was that the LDWF had 
also declared a moratorium on is
suing new oyster leases and the 75 
oystermen had no place to move
their oysters .......... ' ‘5 y ‘ .....
. Jenkins said the LDWF was fol
lowing the instructions of the De
partm ent of Natural Resources,

. . Call383-0000

football
recruiting!

LSU RECRUITING
(Call 383:0000. When



COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, January 9, 1997 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Glynn Carver (Chairman) v X

Perry Gisclair ✓

Tom Gattle x/

Daniel Babin _x
Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey —

Norman McCall

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



AGENDA
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
January 9, 1997 

1:00 PM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996 

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 
the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman

Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program - Fred Kimmel

Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and 
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin

Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit - Brandt 
Savoie

Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine

Division Reports
New Information & Education Programs 
Hydrilla in Louisiana 
Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

Public Comments 

12. Adjourn



AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

BATON ROUGE, LA 
January 9, 1997 

1:00 PM
1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 
the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program - Fred Kimmel

6. Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and 
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin

7. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit - Brandt 
Savoie

8. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas

9. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine

10. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

11. Public Comments

12. Adjourn



Recommended Procedure for Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman (According 
to Article IV of the Bylaws)

I. Election Procedure

Chair entertains motion to adopt the recommended procedure, subject to 
whatever changes the Commission deems appropriate.

•  Include within this motion or in a subsequent motion, the method 
of voting: viva voce or roll call. (See II.D. below.)

II. Chairman

A. Chair entertains nominations for chairman

•  Any number may be nominated.

•  No second required for nominations.

•  Chairman may not serve succeeding terms.

B. When it appears that no further nominations are forthcoming, the 
Chair can declare nominations closed.

C. When nominations are closed, the chair will call for votes for each of 
the persons nominated - in the order of nomination.

D. Voting must be by:

1. Viva voce, in which case the Chair would say: "All in 
favor of 'X' "for Chairman, say 'Aye'" (this may be 
combined with a show of hands) or

2. Roll call, in which case each member, when called upon, 
states his preference for Chairman from among the 
nominees.

E. When any nominee receives a majority vote of the members present, 
then voting ceases and he is declared Chairman.



F. In the event that there are more than two nominees for Chairman and 
no nominee receives a majority vote of those present, then the balloting 
should be repeated as many times as necessary until one candidate 
obtains a majority vote. If second and subsequent balloting is required, 
all nominees are kept on the ballot.

G. Chairman-elect takes possession of his office immediately upon election.

III. Vice-Chairman

When a Chairman is declared, then the Commission proceeds to elect 
a Vice-Chairman using the same procedure set out above for Chairman. 
(Vice-Chairman can succeed himself.)

IV. Points of Order - All objections, questions or points of order concerning the 
above procedure or the election must be made prior to adjournment of this 
meeting.



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 

Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission does hereby give notice of its intent to promulgate 

rules governing hunting on property leased for public dove hunting 

by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part XIX. Hunting 
Chapter 1. Resident Game Hunting Seasons 
§107. Experimental Dove Field Leasing Program

A. In recognition of the popularity of dove hunting and the 

lack of lands available to the general public for dove hunting, the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes rules for an 

experimental public dove hunting program on private lands leased by 

the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

B. The following rules will apply to those lands which dove 

hunting rights have been leased by the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries for the day(s) specified in the lease.

1. All hunters are required to have a daily permit. 

This permit will bo available at the field on the day of the hunt. 

Permits will be issued on a first come - first serve basis. An 

administrative fee may be charged for daily permits.

2. Leaded fields may be closed to additional hunters 

when a predetermined number of permits have been issued. However, 

additional hunters may be admitted throughout the day as hunters

\ ‘



leave the field and surrender their permits.
3. No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or possessed 

on the leased property. Persons who appear to be impaired or under 

the influence of alcohol or other controlled substances will be 

denied access to the field(s).

4. Shot larger than size 7 1/2 is prohibited.

5. Only mourning doves may be taken.

6. Loaded firearms are prohibited in vehicles or at 

check stations.

7. Persons exhibiting unsafe gun handling shall be 

removed from the field(s).

8. Vehicles are restricted to designated areas or

roads.
9. No littering. Each hunter is responsible for 

removing his/her trash, including shell hulls, from the leased 

property.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:783

and 56:109B.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is 

authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the 

Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and 

the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the 

fiscal and economic impact statement, the filing of the notice of 

intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and 

correspondence to other agencies of government.



Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing 

to Mr. Hugh Bateman, Administrator, Wildlife Division, Department 

of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 

until 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 4, 1997.

Chairman



Program  Summary 
Public Dove H unting Leases

The leasing o f  private land by the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries for public dove 
hunting began in 1994, in response to decreasing opportunities for the general public to hunt 
doves. Dove hunting is one o f the most popular small game hunting activities in Louisiana, with 
approximately 60,000 hunters participating annually. However, due to land leasing, increased 
posting, and landowner liability concerns, access to agricultural lands for dove hunting has 
become increasing difficult for the average hunter. Since 1982, the number o f  dove hunters in 
Louisiana has declined by 56%. Much o f this decline is thought to be due to lack of opportunity.

Since 1994,4174 acres have been leased from 20 landowners across the state. Twenty- 
two hunts have been held with 2137 hunters participating in these hunts (see attached). Fields are 
leased for opening day o f the first or second split only. The program has been well received by 
hunters and participating landowners. Hunters have been appreciative o f having a place to hunt, 
and even on those hunts with poor success rates, the response by hunters has been very positive. 
Landowners receive a lump sum payment based on the acreage leased, and by leasing to the 
Department, their liability exposure is lessened.

An administrative fee is charged each hunter, and is intended to help cover the costs o f the 
lease. During the first 3 years the fee has been $5.00 per hunter. We are considering an increase 
in this fee for the 1997 season. The lease rates we pay landowners have increased each year as we 
have attempted to attract more landowners. The administrative fee paid by hunters has remained 
unchanged.

Leases are signed within 1 week, and often within 3 days o f the hunt. Only those fields 
holding a large concentration o f doves are leased. On the morning o f the hunts, daily permits are 
issued at each field on a first-come, first-serve basis. When a predetermined number of permits 
are issued, the field is closed to additional hunters. Hunters are advised o f the rules and reminded 
o f basic hunter safety. We try to stress that the property is privately owned, and future access 
depends on responsible and ethical conduct by the hunters. Department personnel are present for 
the entirety o f the hunt.

Except for the shot size restriction, the rules we are asking you to adopt have been in 
place since the beginning o f this program. We have had very few problems with violations of 
these rules. However, as the program continues to grow, we believe there should be some formal 
rules in place so that if  violations occur, a citation can be issued or a hunter can be removed from 
the field. These rules are intended to help us maintain a safe and orderly hunt, as well as, protect 
the landowner’s property.
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Lease of Property for Public Dove Hunting

Whereas, dove hunting in Louisiana is a popular sport and lands open to public dove hunting are 
few; and

Whereas, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) endeavors to increase 
hunting opportunities for the people of Louisiana; and,

Whereas, pursuant to the Louisiana Revised Statutes Title 56:783, the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission has the authority to lease and establish public hunting grounds;

Now, Therefore,___________________________________ _ (the “Landowners(s)”) hereby
grant to the LDWF the right to establish a public dove hunting area, subject to LDWF rules and regulations, 
on the following described property:
______ acres located__________________________________________________________________

In consideration therefore, the LDWF agrees to pay the amount of $_________ within 30 days of
completion of the contract. Payment shall be sent to ___________________________________

(name, address and zip code)

The responsibility for payment of taxes from the funds thus received under this agreement shall be the
obligation of the recipient and identified under Federal Tax Identification Number___________________

The landowner(s) agree(s):
1) That public dove hunting will be allowed after 12:00 p.m. on___________ , 19__ _ in accordance with

LDWF rules and regulations.
2) That the LDWF may collect an administrative fee from hunters utilizing the property during the 

designated public hunting day(s).
3) That the LDWF may enforce all applicable laws and regulations, including prohibition of alcoholic 

beverages on the hunting area.
4) That prior to the date(s) for public hunting the LDWF will be granted access to inspect and/or post the 

field.
5) That the area has not been, nor will be baited, and that the field(s) will not be planted in wheat, ryegrass, 

or other winter crop prior to the public hunting day(s). Should baiting or planting occur prior to the 
public hunting day(s), the LDWF will be immediately notified and this contract will be canceled.

6) Not to cancel this contract, as the LDWF will commit personnel and resources in expectation 
of its execution.

The LDWF agrees:
1) To furnish and post appropriate signs.
2) To enforce applicable laws and regulations.
3) To restrict hunting to the taking of doves.
4) To prohibit use and possession of alcoholic beverages on the hunting area.
5) To have LDWF personnel on site to regulate hunt activities.

Special Conditions:____________________________________________________________________

Liability: Landowner liability is limited by Louisiana Revised Statutes 9:2795 which generally states that a 
landowner does not incur liability for injury to persons or property on lands leased to the LDWF unless there 
is willful or malicious failure to warn against a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity.

Landowner

Landowner

Fredrick J. Prejean, Sr, Undersecretary, LDWF

Date

Date

Date

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary, LDWF Date



ENROLLED

R egu lar Session, 1995

S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 1362

B Y  SE N A T O R  H E IT M E IE R  A N D  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  P A T T I

A N  A C T

T o  am end and  reenac t R .S . 49:214 .5  and  to enac t R .S . 49 :214 .6 , re la tive  to 

coastal resto ra tion  p ro jec ts; to  provide fo r  overrid ing  pub lic  in terest 

in coastal resto ra tion  p ro jects; to p rov ide  fo r  language to  be 

incorporated  in to  leases, perm its, and licenses; and  to  p rov ide  fo r 

re la ted  m atters.

B e it  enacted  by the  L eg is la tu re  o f  Louisiana: ..

Section 1. R .S . 49 :214 .5  is hereby am ended an d  reenacted  and  R .S .

49 :214 .6  is hereby en ac ted  to  read  as follows:

§214.5. S ta te  and  po litica l subdivisions o f  the  s ta te  he ld  harm less in 

co asta l restoration; licensees and  perm ittees

A . N otw ithstand ing  any o ther law  to  the con trary , the state  o f  

Louisiana, its p o litica l subdivisions, and its  agen ts o r em ployees shall 

be held  free  and  harm less from  any claim s fo r loss o r  dam ages to 

rights arising  u n d e r any  lease, perm it, o r  license  g ran ted  to  any 

individual o r  o th e r en tity  fo r any pu rpose  on  s ta te  lands o r 

w aterbottom s from  d iversions o f  freshw ater o r  sed im ent, depositing  

o f  d redged o r  o th e r m aterials o r any o th er actions, taken fo r the 

purpose o f  m anagem ent, preservation, enhancem ent, c reation  o r ,, 

restoration o f  coasta l w etlands, w aterbottom s o r  related  renew able 

resources.

B. A ll departm en ts, agencies, boards, o r  com m issions o f  the 

state o f  L ouisiana and  its political subdivisions shall include language

II
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SB NO. 1362 ENROLLED

w hich  shall ho ld  the state  and  its po litical subdiv isions harm less fo r 

the  purposes set o u t in  this S ection  in  all leases, perm its , o r  licenses 

gran ted  to  any  individual o r  o th e r en tity  after Ju ly  1, 1995.

§214.6 . L eg isla tive  oversight

A ny  ru le, regulation , o r  gu ide line  developed p u rsu an t to this 

S ubpart shall be  proposed  o r  adopted  pursuan t to  the  ru lem ak ing  

procedures se t forth  in  the A dm in istra tive  P rocedure A ct.

S ection  2. T h is  A ct is in tended  to  be  rem edial in  na tu re  and
*

delineates leg islative in ten t and shall be  re troactive  as it app lies to  any 

leases, perm its, o r  licenses gran ted  to any  ind iv idual o r  o ther en tity  on  state  

lands and w aterbottom s w hose rights m ay  b e  affected  by  coasta l resto ra tion  

projects.

Section 3. T h is  A ct shall becom e effective  on Ju ly  1, 1995.

P R E S ID E N T  O F  T H E  SE N A T E

SP E A K E R  O F  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E PR E S E N T A T IV E S

G O V E R N O R  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  LO U ISIA N A

A PPR O V ED :

i

Page 2 o f 2
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Len Bahr, Chairman 
Governor's Office 
P .O .B ox 94396 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 
Phone: (504) 342-3968 
Fax: (504) 342-5214

Phil Bowman 
Wildlife & Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898 
Phone: (504) 765-2956 
Fax: (504) 765-2489

Jack Caldwell, Secretary 
Department ofN atural Resources 
Post Office Box 94396 
Baton Rouge, LA 70804 ,
Phone: (504) 342-4500 —  e X T  3 ^ 1 6  
Fax: (504) 342-2707

Paul Cored
LSU  - Knapp Hall
P.O. Box 25100
Baton Rouge, LA  70894-5100
Phone: (504) 388-2266
Fax: (504) 388-2478

Dr. Marie Davis
Coalition to  Restore Coastal LA 
200 Lafayette, Ste 500 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
Phone: (504) 344-6555 
Fax: (5040 344-0590

Ron Dugas 
Wildlife & Fisheries 
1600 Canal S t ,  Ste 306 
New Orleans, LA  70112 
Phone: (504) 568-5685 
Fax: (504) 568-2048
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Department o f  Natural Resources
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Fax: (504) 342-9417

Terry Howey, Coastal Management 
Department o f  Natural Resources 
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Phone: (504) 342-7591 
Fax: (504) 342-9439

Mitch Jurisich, Jr.
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P.O. Box 82 
Empire, LA  70050 
Phone: (504) 564-2574

WffliamP. Klein, Jr., E<LD.
US Army Corps o f  Engineers 
P .O . Box 60267 
N ew  Orleans, LA  70160 
Phone: (504) 862-2540 
Fax: (504) 862-2572

Dr. Shirley Lasfca 
Vice Chancdlor for Research 
Adm. Building 208, UNO 
N ew  Orleans, LA  70148 
Phone: (504) 286-7155 
Fax: (504) 286-3896

Ralph Pausina, President
La. Oyster Growers & Dealers Asm.
6551 Louisville
New Orleans, LA  70124
Phone: (504) 486-5079
Fax: (504) 482-2447
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Department ofWildtife ̂ F isheries 
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Phone: (504) 765-2956 
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US Army Corps o f  Engineers 
Post Office B ox 60267 
N ew  Orleans, LA  70160 
Phone: (504) 862-2877 
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Sam Slavich
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2020 Sylvia Blvd.
S t  Bernard, LA  70085 
Phone: (504) 682-1095

James M. Shoemake 
Laplace A g Credit Office 
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Laplace, LA  70068 
Phone: (504)
Fax: (504)

f

Sandra Thompson
Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board 
Department ofN atiiral Resources ^
P.O. Box 94396 /
Baton Rouge, LA  70804 
Phone: (504) 342-0560 
Fax: (504) 342-2707

Mike Voisin 
Oyster Task Force 
P.O. Box 3916 
Houma, LA  70361 
Phone: (504) 868-7191 
Fax: (504) 868-7472
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Oyster Task Force 
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Andrew Wilson, Attorney 
Burke & M ayer 
llOOPoydras, Ste 2000 
N ew  OrieaiiSj LA  70163 
Phone: (504) 569-2900 
Fax: (504) 569-2099



RESOLUTION'

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

May 2, 1996

Moratorium on New Oyster Lease Applications, For New Acreage

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
pursuant to; R.S- 56:425 has the authority to lease state 
waterbottoas to residents of the state for the purpose of 
oyster cultivation, and

WHEREAS, the: Department of Natural Resources is in the process of 
constructing coastal restoration projects to conserve and 
restore coastal vegetated wetlands, and

w h e r e a s , the restoration of these vegetated wetlands will benefit 
the fish and wildlife resources of the state, and

WHEREAS, as a result of saltwater intrusion, the areas of optimum 
oyster production have shifted northward, and

WHEREAS, as a result of these coastal restoration projects the 
area of optimum oyster production may change, and

WHEREAS, in an effort to develop a mechanism to value areas as to 
their suitability for oyster production, the Department 
of wildlife and Fisheries and the Department of Natural 
Resources hosted a workshop that was attended by 
representatives of the Louisiana Oyster Industry as well 
as representatives of academia and private industry, and

WHEREAS, one of the consensus recommendations of the workshop was 
to Jhave a moratorium on the taking of oyster lease 
applications for new acreage through January 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, in order to set up the relocation areas, mitigation 
methodologies and recommend legislative changes that may 
be necessary, it will be necessary to extend the 
moratorium on the taking of oyster lease applications 
through January 4, 1998,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby establish a moratorium on the 
taking of new oyster lease applications ror new acreage 

^through January 4, 1998, and '



LEASEHOLDER OPTIONS FOR OYSTER LEASE MITIGATION FROM COASTAL
RESTORATION ACTIONS

Upon establishment o f probable impact areas resulting from coastal restoration projects, 
the following options for the leaseholder shall apply; exchange o f  lease, relocation o f  lease, 
retention o f  lease and purchase o f lease.

1. Exchange o f lease.

A. Assessment o f  cost o f  exchange.

B. Procedure for leaseholder compensation by the State.

C Setup procedures to accomplish this option.

D. This option is thought to be an "in-kind" exchange (envisioned as a continuance o f 
operation).

2. Relocation o f the lease to another area outside the probable impact area resulting from coastal
restoration actions.

A  Assessment o f  cost o f  relocation.

B. Procedure for leaseholder compensation by the state.

C. Relocation o f  the lease to  an area not currently under lease and not currently in a
public oyster seed area or public oyster seed reservation, and not in the probable 
impact area resulting from coastal restoration actions.

1. All costs o f  relocation, including but not limited to, applicable state fees; i.e.,
application and survey fees, would be part o f  the cost o f  the coastal 
restoration project.

2. W ater bottom in the relocation area to be planted with clutch material at the
rate o f  50 to  100 cubic yards per acre or planted with seed oysters for 
growout.

D. Relocation o f  the lease to an area in the closest public oyster seed area or public oyster
seed reservation; o r newly made redime area cut out o f  a public seed area or seed 
reservation.

1. All cost o f  relocation, including but not limited to, applicable state fees; Le., 
application and survey fees would be part o f  the cost o f  the coastal 
restoration project.



2. Water bottom in the relocation area to  be planted with clutch material at the 
rate o f  50 to  100 cubic yards per acre o r planted with seed oysters for 
growout.

E. Setup relocation procedures to  accomplish this option (envisioned as a new start-up 
operation).

3. Retain lease

A  Damage assessment ofleases in the area.

B. Payment o f  such damages to lease in impacted lease.

C. Leaseholder retains lease with clause stating that there will be no more claims; i.e.,
leaseholder gives right o f  way to  coastal restoration projects.

D. Leaseholder accepts the perils o f  operating in impacted area with no recourse beyond
the original payment o f  damages.

E. Setup retention procedures to  accomplish this option.

F. This lease will thereafter contain a  subservience clause.

4. Purchase o f  lease and improvements from lessee by the state.

A  Value assessment ofleases in impacted areas.

B. Outright purchase o f  the lease and redline it as a  public area.

C. Establishment o f retraining programs for displaced oyster leaseholders.

1. Establish new training programs to  prepare displaced oyster farmers to  take the
U  S. Coast Guard 100 ton exam, etc.

2. A  reduction or a waiving o f  fees to  allow displaced oyster farmers to  attend
state operated vo-tech schools to  become certified in a new vocation.

3. A  reduction or a  waiving o f  the fees to  allow displaced oyster farmers to
attend one o f  the state's universities.

D. Setup purchase procedures to accomplish this option.



Other possibilities

Leaseholders in impacted area to be reimbursed by coastal restoration project for 
severance tax on oysters

Leaseholders in impacted area to  be reimbursed by coastal restoration project for tag fees.



No._______

LEASE OF WATER BOTTOMS FO R OYSTER PURPOSES

STATE OF LOUISIANA, PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 
THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES OF LOUISIANA, through its Secretary, 
hereinafter referred to as “Lessor,” hereby leases unto

of _________________________, Parish of ____________________ , hereinafter referred to as

“Lessee,” qualified to lease water bottoms for oyster purposes in this State,

in accordance with Application No. _______________  registered on the ___________  day of

_______________  19__ the oyster bedding ground surveyed by ______________________ .

Surveyor, on the ______ day o f_______ __________________ 19_____, and the plans o f survey filed

with this Department on th e _______ day of _______________ 19____ , located in the Parish of

___________________ __________ and described as follows, to wit:

CONDITIONS

Navigation And Oil Field Activity

This lease is issued under the condition that it is subservient to navigation, maintenance of 
navigation, and all normal, usual and permissible oil field activity which has been sanctioned by the 
State of Louisiana through a prior existing lease, permit, or contract.

Future Litigation

Lessee hereby acknowledges that pending or future litigation may affect his rights in this lease; 
and Lessee agrees to hold the Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries and/or the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission harmless and assume all risk for any and all impairment o f his rights which may occur as 
a  result o f any order or judgement o f court, including, but not limited to, cancellation or revocation of 
this lease or a portion o f  the acreage hereunder, and/or for any loss which may occur as a result thereof.

Coastal Wetlands Restoration Advisory

Lessor hereby formally advises and Lessee acknowledges the following: The State has 
undertaken, and intends to undertake, a number of coastal restoration projects, including freshwater 
diversion projects, within the State. The decision to undertake these projects was based upon the need 
to conserve, restore, create, and enhance coastal wetlands as well as dependent fish and wildlife 
populations through a number o f methods, including the recreation o f the historical role o f the 
Mississippi River system, which formerly not only nourished but also established these wetlands prior 
to the construction o f the Mississippi River levee system. Inasmuch as these wetlands continue to 
disappear at an alarming rate, it is necessary to partially divert the flow of a number o f the rivers, 
streams, canals, bayous, and other water bodies within the State of Louisiana, or to move dredge spoil 
or conduct other coastal restoration projects to re-establish these wetlands. As a result, it is possible, 
if  not probable, that these coastal restoration projects may have some adverse effect on the waters and 
water bottoms, as well as on any oysters on some of the State water bottoms leased to oyster fishermen.
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The State is obligated pursuant to Article DC, Section I o f the Louisiana Constitution as well as 
the public trust doctrine associated therewith, to undertake these coastal restoration projects so as to 
protect Louisiana’s natural resources for the benefit o f the people o f the State. Accordingly, pursuant 
to toe Louisiana Constitution and the public trust doctrine, toe State as Lessor hereby conveys to Lessee 
a  limited interest in the water bottom which is described in this lease, subject to toe conditions that: (1) 
this lease is subservient to the State’s past, present or future coastal restoration projects; (2) the State’s 
coastal restoration projects may cause adverse effects in the area o f this lease; and, (3) the State is only 
issuing this lease based upon the mutual understanding o f both the State and Lessee that Lessee’s 
property interest conveyed by this lease shall not include any right whatsoever to make claims against 
the State as a result o f freshwater diversion or any other coastal restoration projects provided that, the 
State and the United States shall remain responsible for their own (1) acts or omissions which are not 
reasonably related to the legitimate governmental objective for which the policy-making or 
discretionary power o f  the State and/or toe United States exists; or (2) acts or omissions which 
constitute criminal, fraudulent, malicious, outrageous, reckless, or flagrant misconduct

By executing this lease. Lessee hereby acknowledges that lessee has read the entire contents of 
this lease and that Lessee is aware that these coastal restoration projects may have adverse effects on 
the waters and water bottoms, as well as on any oysters located on this oyster lease. Despite awareness 
o f  these facts, Lessee still wishes to execute this lease and cultivate the leasehold for the purpose of 
producing and harvesting oysters. At the same time, the State agrees that immediately following the 
issuance o f  each approved annual Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Plan, the State will 
make a good faith effort to advise Lessee by regular mail at the last known address given by Lessee if  
it appears that this lease may be adversely affected by any planned or approved projects contained in 
that Plan. Further, prior to January 1 o f each successive year o f  this Lease, the State will make a good 
faith effort to advise Lessee by regular mail at the last known address given by Lessee if it appears that 
this lease may be adversely affected by any existing projects constructed under the auspices o f the 
aforementioned plan.

Allocation O f Risk and Liability, And Indemnification

Lessee further acknowledges that Lessee has no intent to pursue any claims for damages against 
the State o f Louisiana and/or the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and/or the State's departments and 
agencies, related to or arising out o f or resulting from coastal restoration projects contained in an 
approved annual Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan and undertaken by the State for the benefit o f  the 
people o f  Louisiana, including, but not limited to, freshwater diversion projects. Further, in 
consideration of the issuance o f this lease. Lessee shall assume all liability and risk o f loss, and agrees 
that this lease is subservient to all past, present or future coastal restoration projects as described above. 
Lessee also agrees to indemnify and hold the political subdivision(s) wherein lies the acreage associated 
with this oyster lease, and any political subdivision which has implemented or may implement a coastal 
restoration project affecting this oyster lease as well as the State o f Louisiana, and/or the United States, 
their officials, representatives, employees, agencies, departments and/or commissions, harmless from 
and for, all loss, damage, costs and/or expense in any way associated with this oyster lease and the 
oysters, cultch, reefs and beds located therein, including any loss, sustained by the Lessee and any 
affiliated persons or entities working with or through Lessee, arising out of, connected with, incident 
to, or directly or indirectly resulting from or related to diversion o f freshwater or sediment, depositing 
o f  dredged spoil or other material or any other action taken pursuant to coastal restoration projects 
undertaken by the State and/or the United States, their officials, agents, representatives, employees, 
agencies, departments and/or commissions, for the benefit o f the people o f the State o f Louisiana, Such 
coastal restoration activities include, but are not limited to, the management, preservation, 
enhancement, creation or restoration o f coastal wetlands, water bottoms or dependent fish and wildlife 
populations. Damages include, but are not limited to, oyster mortality, oyster disease, damaged oyster 
beds or decreased oyster production, loss of revenue and/or loss o f income due to siltation, changes in 
salinity, pollution or other causes, regardless o f the passive, concurrent, active or sole negligence o f the 
State o f Louisiana and/or the United States, their officials, agents, representatives, employees, agencies, 
departments and/or commissions, and regardless o f whether liability without fault, strict liability, 
absolute liability, or liability for inverse condemnation; liability for a  "taking" in violation o f the 
constitutions o f the United States or the State is alleged or imposed upon the State and/or the United 
States, their officials, representatives, employees, agencies, departments and/or commissions.
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VENUE

Any lawsuit (1) contesting the validity of this lease or any o f the provisions thereof, (2) 
asserting any right granted hereunder or related hereto; (3) seeking the performance of any duty 
imposed herein; (4) arising in any manner out of or in any way connected to this lease or any provision 
thereof, or, (5) stating any claim against the State or any agency, officer, department, official, 
representative or employee of the State under any theory o f law, including, but not limited to tort, 
breach o f  contract, abuse o f or challenge to agency discretion, inverse condemnation, unconstitutional 
"takings," equity, or administrative relief, or any action arising out of or in any way related to damages 
or losses associated with this lease and/or the oysters, cultch, reefs, water bottoms, water condition, 
and/or beds located therein shall only be maintained in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court for the 
Parish o f East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana.

OTHER CONDITIONS

This lease is issued in accordance with Act 201 o f 1980 which amended and reenacted Section 
426 o f  Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes relative to the renewal o f oyster leases for Louisiana 
water bottoms. Resurvey and plan are required and will be made subsequent to the beginning date of 
any renewal o f this lease.

This lease shall begin on the date hereof and shall expire on January 1 st, 20________ .

The rent shall be Two and No/100 Dollars ($ $2.00______ ) per acre, or any fraction
o f an acres, per annum. The receipt o f the rent paid in advance at the time o f  the signing o f this lease 
up to the first day o f next January to wit:

The sum o f_____________Dollars ($_________) is

herewith acknowledged, and annually thereafter the sum o f Two and No/100 Dollars ($ 2.00) per 
acre o f  any fraction o f  an acre shall be paid in advance, on or before the first day o f January in each 
year until the expiration o f this original lease.

This lease is issued and the water bottoms herein leased shall be held subject to the provisions 
o f R.S.56:421 through 451, both inclusive, and the rules and regulations o f the Department as provided 
in said A ct

This lease is made and accepted subject to the provisions o f R.S. 49:214.5 and R.S. 49:214.6 
and to any and all changes in the laws of Louisiana or the regulations o f the Department o f  Wildlife and 
Fisheries o f Louisiana, on the subject o f the yearly rental, the time and manner o f payment, the notice 
o f rental, delinquency, and the mode and manner o f forfeiture hereof; and all such changes shall be held 
and considered as i f  written into this lease at the time of its signing.

This lease is also subject to Department policies not stipulated by regulations.

STATE O F LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT O F W ILDLIFE 

AND FISHERIES O F LOUISIANA

__________________________ ____ APPROVED:____________________________
Lessee Chief Surveyor

Thus done and signed in triplicate at

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, th is____

day o f_________ _______  By:________________________________
Under Secretary for Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries of Louisiana
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H 11180 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— HOUSE SeptenAer 25,1996
ISSSQMi cnsr AMSas.M, taenee turning and ran- 
uia$ n u tk  a  OtgiiMJ S i eriimee t i J  seconds 
m et 347M feei returning te a  potm  sortk 
IS S M S M ca ttS K m A .

(10 R e  ponto* CTMWiiciw epofcu eertJk 
J9SS€TAi o u t  JrfB ttO t a  line north 43
degrees IV n m t e  J * J  ssoonds m et.19715 feet 
te a  goSmt north iOttHIJU tart MSS90JI0, thence 
taming and ruttnikg north II  degrea 6# e ia- 
ntes i t  J  m tm ds  w e t  JSUV / « t  te  a  p e tti 
aerik 100590.01 east MStfMP, tun ing
and n u s t tg  north »  dipmes 6$ n testes SM 
ttctw A  east I t S J S  fort to a  p a iti Bortft 
8>]914J0eaMt0tSK5Jl,lheaatumt*aandTvn- 
n iag .aortkd i gtgrmt 5 t ndavtaa 15.T teeoads 
m et ISjO feet to  a  p o tt i  north 20109.49 east 
MSaOST. thence tam ing and m ating  sewto 24 
degrees SB ndnsaes 4 U  semnds vert 1410J9  feet 
roam ing to the: p e tt i  north 200550.79 met 
•0539410. '

(B) RshSOCMno*.—n c  pardon o f the 
profeat for. iiujVetfcie. A beenA , JtessocAa- 
sstts. reftned te t»  e iftperserub  (A) up^ m  
of a  ttae d ed eae tti fty x&e 2 petals a e r t t  
m m i O  meet *449040 and north lOXfSOJS met 
OosSeidO is I’eaertew riti ae on  eoeheraee a w

(iSi t i m e  eivs*. titiB sev o sm s.—T%rA»- 
letrtng gertte n  o f  the pmfett  far naatgodon, 
Noetic J t t a y . t f i i f r t i u m i ,  eatMertted tg  too- 
ties 107 aftheH teeraad  Harbor AaeJISSO fM  
fleet. J6# l' f ite  36-foet deep channel hegbalng 
at a  paint on the northern tau t o f  tU  ceUrtng 
protect. NS06243JS. 871790027. thence naming 
eacmlg a to m  100040 fact edoag the  a e r t te a  
f l t i t  of the mhding p refect  to a  petti. 
NSUBCLA. 8719507J k  «e*ee rvoatoe eouth- 
ertg about 4040 feet to a  point. NS000424e. 
fiJMMftlf. • tfcrwce rmnniny aatierfs  eb e ti
im jo o  feat to  o  p e tti, A oooetjf . ktitsomjs. 
UrtpaertamBeg oorfherlg about 4040 Jbet to the 
point o f  a r t* * - .  * -

OO) R u n r m  tw ooBL. bostom. M eaearv. 
e tm > —The puelk u  o f  the  project ft*  w etge- 
dee. r u d swl C le e t i f , flestea . tid m d to w tti. 
tiBherteeit'tp. stiflem M feiX W  o f  the Voter 
n eseurt M 4 ct o f is to  (104 S t i t
4091}. tha t caaPtis o f  a  40-fbet deep channel b+ 
p ia tiee  at a  p e tt i  tie#*  th e s e t ih t i s  H e# of
t v  e a ttv its t i  pTofetx. rteBOBaidz, tsgm m M , 
theoee m aateg . northing about 54 feet te a  
pe tti, 849044542. 872924447. thence natntng 
eastern dbant 2499 fbes te a  point. JVWSStiJS, 
873111041. themes nceatap seraheaeterig abomt 
01 feet to a  p a n t, 8400*7447. 872399249. thena  
naming veslertn ahoat 2497fort to the potes o f 
origin.

a i l  Vtoneaenr-rone epo r o w  ittv s ti. tu s -  
v e so se n * .—T ie  fdBoadag ponfone o f the 
prefect for rtortgedon, Weareoutk-Tor* end 
T ern  fttecn. Boston Bmbor. Mdoesoehatertta. 
outhoriasd bp methm 903 o f  the ttaaor end  flbr- 
b o r h c to f im m S N L lO m :

(AJ fh e  Jjjtoet deep channel begtnaine a t  a 
bead ee  the M tthem  twdt o f the  ezisftap 
re jec t, 84S73BLQ1. 8741109.14. thence running 
■wotertg about OBSJ5 feet to apotnt, N45T2J4d4. 
874070949. theoee n teaiag a euth u ti ts ifp obeti 
eSlSOfeetto another head t*  the southern fhtit 
o f the setm eg project, 845713240, 874920340, 
theoee mwalag eortheasterlji ahout 05r,T4'fert 
along the eauthorn ttemt o f  the a ts tin e  profta  
te Ihepeitie fo rW a.

(B) The IS and 35~fttot deep chaiwgto beptn* 
ning a t a p e tt i  e* the setihen* IM t o f the eo- 
istmg ported. 8457193.41. 8739903,49, theoee 
naming nortkerta about 11149 fort to a  eo ta t 
WS7OT.37. fTS9Q0.Pt. theoee n ta tin p  vedertg 
about 69241 feet to a  paint 8457303.40, 
873820048. thence moatog eouZhvesiOrta about 
190J01 pea m enetter point on the southern 
BmU o f the e ti tio g  project, M4S123311, 
8739032.41. th e s e  nu ttiag  ta sm ig  about 47341 
fret along the sotahem duet n f the ettsttag 
project» the p e tti o f origin.

(19) C oaoco  p n e* . n r *  tustrsamd.—
(A) la  g a m u t .—The pertw* of the protect 

for naagetdm, Coeheco IMeer. hfeto Woetyahire. 
euthortord by the 1st seeeen of the Act entitled

" t i l  del aefctiig appropriations /o r the een- 
stmetio*. repair, and p rasenwrteo o f certain 
pubtic tserh* on deers and ba r ters , ead  /o r 
o tter purposes”, qppeoeed Stptwnher 19, 1990 
(28 StaL 435). and conrtsttng o f o 7-feot d u g  
n v a —t tha t Hex northerig o f a  b*e the coedh- 
n a ttt o f voted  are 825528911. 871309540. and 
825532441.871313041.

(B) t i j u m v i c e  Dhtomga.—S o t  toner them 
19 months aftm  the dote o f the a e d o u n x  o f thtr
Act, the Seeresarg  she# pp^sv  w t n w w e  
dredging /b r the iiambilag m akorteei yerrteme 
o f the Federal naatgodo* cbmmrt under the 
project desertted in tutpemgruph fAI te restore 
atifcorfaed chaanel dtimesl mas 

( m  ticw te ro ew  « r  yoitc.—i t e
pertion o f the pn j asf Prr% watieetioa. Morris
town Harbor. 8 g v  York, a n t te d s t i  fcg t t e  Jit 
wctisii o f the AetemtUkd "An Act asdhehstte 
the ceucnicSem, npaB , and presersatton o f 
aerteiu pntBe works an risen  and harbors, end  
jar other purposes- ctgprooha Jaontsrg 0 .1991  
(44 Stmt. flUO. th a t t i n  north t i  the aertter* 
bouadary  t i t io r d s  A rea  oiteaded.

(203 Qsmwttaitawg m/rao, oeaem w ao . mbw 
yctufv—The porfltes t i i h e  federal chtesad t i  
the project /tor onsigiifhia. Qgdmsburg Harbor, 
Hem ToiK mUherrieert bp the 1st e e tb a  t i  the 
itet eeftBei “An A rt enhfeg w ro jr tg rfo s i |br 
the eoastrsetioa, rnpedr. and pimermtirm  t i  
certain pubhc warta an deers ead  barters, end 
/o r ether parpoem". amprxmsd l a v  <5.1170 flg 
Am- 5% . and inedQleg bp the 1st section t i  the 
Act —»«*«»«» ' Aa Act tmthoridag. the cgnstrv  
Ooa, repair, and prtservadan o f  coituln pabOe 
works an doers and hm bon. and far cehmpar-
p a m “, appeased Angurt 99,3935 (49'Stat. 3937). 
shat is la  the Qeisegatchle JKeef ist Opilraiftiiiip, 
New York, from tbe masbnnseeat aisguaumi o f 
the floate d# brtrtga apstreem te the aerttera- 
laost a fip easrt t i t t a la f e e  JM tib r id ti-  

(91) . OomxAtrt. r*mww, omou—h to  moot 
sewthedy 300 fart o f  the 1470 foo t Zone Shore. 
A m  t i  t t e  prflflet /b r .aastgedem,  O w v aaf 
B arter. Ohio, aaihoriaed. b a th e  let. sectioa t i  
the Act — Akd “Aa Adt n ob te f appwprtifloms 
for the eeasliacliem, repair, mad prea s ia Bea t i  
c R t i a  pabde isertbs v  rteva  oad harters, aad  
/or o tte r  purpoma". agtpm ort Irma 35.1910 (35 
StaL 952).

<ttl X ttuo r i i tA ii p e a r  «4sw. u «  bub.
OHTO.—The portion o f  the FCderul navigation 
channel. L an in  Small Boat Basin, lake- JMe. 
Ohio, authorised ptrriaani  to x rao n  107 t i th e  
Riser end S o rte r A d  t i  1*0  (32 0-fl.C. 577/ 
that is wmMMW m  the Abbs t i  Ohio, Omaug of 
tarrnn. n w a s t ip  t i  fltoekr Rtner ead  b  e  p ad  
t i  Original Stadk Jthwr TosaiM p lo t  Ntamber 
I. Tract Humber 1. / to t te r  fcaoton as bang sub- 
merged lands r t  Lake Brie owned bg the State o f 
Ohio, ead  that f t  more dq/Wcdy described ae 
feOewt;

o4 a  en n  he*  /bund on the «*» 
fisrthaff of-Irtkcrtde Awea v  (SO /to t in  e ti ih )  at 
the tacerseectea o / the eeaserttv  t i  the A *  
Sheraem  o f Laratn Hmbar. that petal btdag 
known as United States Corps o f Bngtaeers 
M tcvamat 8a. 202 (895901240, 820905249)- 

Themes, to a  U*e Berth 75 Agrees #  Bttomces 
12 seceads vest, a  diituane o f  39747 feet to a 
point (W6SmV.fl. 83099192.47). This point b  
hereinafter to  this paragraph rtirrred to «  the 
"p rtodp ti petal tibcetmto#**.

n e e a c . north 5# aegrtu  14 mbuaes 11 eeO" 
ends west a  dtttaaee t i  AQO/cet to a  petal 
(hKtoiMftt, e o m a if lO .

Theoee. south 97 degrees o r in w  33 sec
onds west, a dltlance o f 96548 fort to a  petal 
fl«S7MSA». fl»aSS6SA0J.

Thceeo. north 96 degress 13 minutes 52 sec
onds west, e  diseeace e /  4S7 J 2  /led to a  petal 
(895780242.8209795348).

Thance. north 29 degraa 17 mtoates 42 sec
onds east, e  distance o f 114J6 fort to a point 
(895600140. £2066008.75).

Thenoa, south 09 denser 11 w toatts 40 sec
onds east, a  dLrtmre o f 41740 feat to a petal 
U KSTm sr, 8309949641).

Thenoa. north 60 degrea 21 a ta a to  05 sec
onds e a s t a  rfinffaos t i  90145 feet to a  pomi 
(855222045. 8209904545).

Theoee. north 36 degreed 11 minutes 34 sec
onds east, a  dbtanet e f  6049 fees to a  petal 
(8959203.41.8209909648).

Thence, south 20 dnprnni 59 minutes 30 see- 
ends east, •  distance o f 19943 /to t to the prta- 
dpal point a /  hegtantag (*658106.73, 
82002153*7) and containing e tth ta  each bweads 
2AI meres, morn or bw, t i  Shtoaeved fond.

121/ ATgOMOB CD VS, hSOM IK4XP.—TV  /ol- 
towtag portion o f the prefect for navigation. 
Apponaag Ceoe. flhodo Mood, antterued  Ay 
s= tw a 187 t i  the f l b v  and B arter A d e f  I960 
(14 StaL 490), coeeisttag oftlm  6-foct deep chon- 
wet fltolantag t i  a  p e t i t  823339043. 
m s m  It . thence nasatig  anrthmwrcrts to o 
p e tit 304324041. 853X39944, thance naming 
stw n iu n trrtg to e  p e n t 8923251.16.851377341, 
thence m a tin g  seatteastorlg to a  petal 
JKBSTfW, 8S1204940. fkew n naming north- 
emseertpte the p e ti t  t ib ti ta t ia g .

O ft f o u r  nm n seit i r ■^aam  macDmiy.w 
TV  /Wtowing portion o f the naaigotloa project 
for Pan  W h tagtom Barbor. Wisconsin, duiker- 
feed bv the 1st section o f the Act eatitied "Aa 
Act otoktag appreprtdtoae /to  the repair, p r o  
eraades. and ceap ieaai tiesrea ta  pubife worts 
on riven and barbers, and /to  ether purposes, 
/o r the /b a d  peer ending ta w  thirtieth, eight
een hundred ead sssmug one", aggnoiatf taly  
11, 1470 (W flm t flegtaatag a t the north- 
wed comer t i  the prefect a t Channel Pi. 8o. X . 
t i  the FVdemt hrgbfoBon frejaec. A r t  Waerr- 
tegtom B arter, Ctombae Cbeaig. Wlseonste. tit 
m erdtaam  85229X49. £35352044. theoee 192 
degrmi i r  sdanha O  seconds,  a dutaneo e f  
17942feet, theaos if#  degrees 47 nitaater 17 we- 
ends, a distance o f  57449 that, thence 730 ds- 
grees 51 w ta a te  g  seconds, a  rffsmncs o f49540 
feed, thenen 178 degrm* 99 mrartes 17 seconds, a  
db tnwir t i  130AS P*t. thence tid eg rto t 17 t in -  
mbs t i  seconds, a  dtoanes o f 510J2 fbet, thance 
H i  Agrees 58 adnat a  3J mconds, a  dbtoacc o / 
/*M 9/bd . thence 115 d t i ia o  47 sd a ro e  5$ see- 
end*. a  distance o f24445fsrt. themes 35 degrees 
I f  sstatier Off eeenA . •  dtetamn o f 2X40 feci. 
then os 394 ibwrnw 48 ndaulesSD sacende, a dis
tance o f39040 ftat,'theoee IS degrea 58 mtataes 
Igeooonds. a  dbteace ti57DA0/bst. thenoa 266 
degrees a  mtanies 25 seconds, a  tiuence o / 
no.TS feet to Channel PL Me. X . the point t i  
begfating.
s e c  me. MMwrntif rr  aatXA s m o m t u r a s i-  AHL

The OHssleeippi Delta Mcgten  prefect. Louisi
ana. aattorteed as part e f  the project for hum- 
cono-fload preteeden on la ke  P on tekam tn . 
Louisiana, by aecttoa 30i e f  the Flood Control 
Act e f  1885 (79 StaL 1077). ie modified to drreer 
the Secretary to provide a  eredft to the State t i  
Zoiiistaaa toward tie non-Pcriend share o / the 
cost t i  the project The cmdil shod to  /o r the 
cost incurred by the State to dssetoptag and re
locating oyster beds to o/ftot the mdssrss tm- 
pocts on act! us and produettoe oyster beds m 
the fleeb  fen d  pnybet erne. The credit shall to 
subject to such terms end conditio** a* IV  Sec
retary deems necessary and sheB v t  ezoced. 
S7ABD.OOO. V
s a c  mr. eo w o w sieeA  e t e s ^  w u s h v a u u .

The Secretary . may mafce actilable to the 
South am  i*i ii feansptoenlo Growth fitiui fa re
gional industrial development anponuton) a t no 
additional cost to the United States, dredged 
and estwinltd material* insuZdag /rom con
struction t i  the new gated dam a t Braddoek. 
fnn iy toajiia , as part t i  the locks and flame 2. 
3. and 4. Monangohda /User, fsnaeytoomta. 
nestgeaen project, to support emrtnmmentei 
resfmatton o f the former United States Start 
fluguesw w orts brown/leM rntth—

flj V the femtsytoonta DcparOnenl o f Env\- 
roameata! fro  lection tssues a  "no further ac< 
fton" decision or o mitigation gfan for the tits



Louisiana Oyster Growers and Dealers Association
6

_______ Louisiana Oyster Task Force__________

November 15,1996

The Honorable Mike Foster 
Governor, State o f  Louisiana 
Post Office Box 94004 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

LenBahr, Chairman 
Governor’s Office o f  Coastal Activity 
Post Office Box 94396 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Jack Caldwell, Secretary 
Department o f  Natural Resources 
Post Office Box 94396 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

James Jenkins, Secretary 
Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898

Dear Sirs:

It has recently come to our attention that the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) has began to consider not renewing oyster leases that are in coastal restoration 
areas as identified by the Ixjuisiana Department o f  Natural Resources (LDNR). Having served on 
the Louisiana Oyster Mitigation Committee for approximately eighteen months, we do not believe 
that this action is within the spirit o f  the committee’s direction.

We have worked diligently to develop a mitigation process to overcome adverse impacts 
to oyster formers. The committee is preparing a legislative package that they will soon distribute 
for your review. Throughout our involvement with the committee it has been our understanding 
that oyster leases within areas that may be impacted by coastal restoration projects would be 
provided with options for relocation etc. and that new leases within this area would have hold 
harmless clauses relating to damages from coastal restoration projects to protect the state and its 
political subdivisions. In some areas where the beneficial use o f  dredge material may be used for



coastal restoration purposes it has been discussed that a  hold harmless clause will not be 
satisfactory for the Army Corps o f  Engineers and that oyster leases in these small well defined 
areas will be only given the option o f  relocating or exchanging and that leasing in these areas may 
be prohibited. Obviously there are complex issues to  address but the Mitigation Committee is 
making progress. We strongly believe it would be a  mistake for LDWF and LDNR to take these 
issues into their own hands by developing leasing policies that have not been run through the 
committee.

Our recommendation to you is that oyster leases that are not being considered for renewal 
in coastal restoration areas be renewed with a hold harmless clause to protect the state and that 
the lessees be provided with the options developed by the mitigation consnittee. We would also 
suggest that appropriate maps be made available for review by the LDNR at LDWF facilities that 
delineate those areas that are being considered as potential coastal restoration impact areas where 
oyster leases exist. We would also suggest that renewal lease holders be notified with their 
renewals that their lease is in a potential coastal restoration impact area, and that they should 
review the appropriate maps at LDWF. These maps should also contain areas identified by the 
Army Corps o f  Engineers for beneficial use o f  dredge material We would further suggest that 
new applications for oyster leases with hold harmless clauses be granted in coastal restoration 
impact areas. Also, LDWF should grant no new applications in beneficial use o f  dredge material 
areas and current lessees in these areas should be provided with the options o f  relocating or 
exchanging these leases.

Thank you for your consideration o f  this very serious matter. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you to resolving the issues confronting the Oyster Coastal Mitigation 
Committee and to keeping Louisiana as the number one oyster producer in the United States.

Ralph Pausina, President Mitch Jurisich, Jr.
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association Plaquemines Oyster Association

Sam Slavich, Wilson Voisin, Jr. Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association Louisiana Oyster Task Force

Mike Voisin, Vice Chairman 
Gulf Oyster Industry Council



December 16,1996

Mr.
N O T IC E  O F  NON-RENEW AL O F OYSTER LEASE

Dear Sirs:

The I-oaisiana Revised Statutes provide the framework through which the state leases water 
bottoms for oyster cultivation, including the 15 year lease term and the time frame fo r lease 
renewal. The law requires that lessees be notified o f non renewal prior to the expirs io n  o f the 
lease on December 31.

h i consideration o f the overall best interest o f the state, the Louisiana Departm en: o f  Wildlife 
and Fisheries is exercising its discretion at this time to not renew die lease o f  stare vs af-r bottoms
No. for __ acres. Therefore, your lease win expire on December 31,1996, a t 12:00
midnight Please be advised, pursuant to this notice, you are authorized until July 1, 1997, to 
remove all improvements from this lease.

h  is the intent o f the Department to work with the oyster industry and the Legislature to address 
issues related to the interface o f  the oyster industry and current leasing practices widi the state's 
overall Coastal Restoration Program during the 1997 Regular Session o f  the Legistapire which 
begins in  March.

Please be advised that i f  in the future the Department decides to issue a  new lease for die same 
water bottoms, or any part thereof, we will attempt to give you the first opportunity ijo lease these 
water bottoms.

Sincerely,

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
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2006Z 21 K E O iE m R iO X  5678HWYM SSSUmmAHE LA^TtoW
2609? 17 JM A BOYD F 090X 59 BOOISTOIE LA 76838
2607V 47 MEMHLLV PBtEZ POBOX1S8 V K U T  U  70092
2612S J f f M gL J BIBUS ) 120? TEFYEBSON ISLAND BD NHWIBSOA LA 70960
26226 5 iOaSM XBM C^O L STSOMQflOUSONBD TSWOBLEANS LA 70127
26125 8 CURT PANNAOL FOBOX296 PTALAflACHE LA 70082
26161 16 MATHEW D ZBUKH 4508 GARY MIKBL MEIAIME LA 70082
26174 12 NBBO TBSVKH KT2BOX147 KBKTSUUHLR LA 70081
26177 12 roem T H A  TQX 3678HWY36 BRAiTHWAlTE LA 70040
26178 61 DALES F0K 3671HWY39 BKAXTHWAtTE LA 70040

26236 14 CERAltoOBO AVEKEL PO BOX266 ST BERNARD LA 70083 
26239 S3 WILLIAM L OUERRA 3118 GINA DR CT BERNARD LA 70083 
76260 4  jQSB «  HtAHKSVICaGL 71286ARLENBDR GRRiNA LA 70033 
26261 15 JOSEPH FEATOCEVICHRSONS 772 MARUMI DRIVE GRETNA LA 70053 
265<B 21 ADOLPH BROS POBOK1106 PORr SULPHUR LA 7000
2SS0S 16 WSSTSSSaYYTBRPARNGflNC 63130 ANDBEWBANSSTONROAD AMITY LA 70422 
26308 305 LBA TB8VICK 2*32 ORIOU ST NEWORLEANS LA 7C122
26312 61 PHTOU TRSV3CH 2432ORIOLE ST NEWCRUANS LA 70122 1

26319 13 MnXSRUD.LUUCHAAPiTHCSJYJLUJUCH POBOK333 BBLL2CHASSB LA 70097 ;
26320 16 MHOIELL D.UILXCHA ANTHONY l.LLXICH PO BOX 333 BELLE CHASSE LA 70037 I
26362 30 AtUTOTOWWa SERVICE. BiC. POBOX472 VENICE LA 70091 (
26372 12 SIGNS ENEROYGORPORAXION SttfiKAUBIESALOtHilD LAFAYETTE LA 70505 !
2077 54 ALBERT AVENBL. JR. 1301-B BAYOU RD ST BERNARD LA 70085 
26778 75 ALBERT AVBNEL. JR. I301-B BAYOU RD ST BERNARD LA 70085
26401 55 KEVIN JOSEPH RBDD1CX ft ARTHUR. A. REDinClLJIL GENERAL ISUVERY DAVANT LA 70046 
26482 21 BYRON LEE ESCALADE 3R24 LAKE ARROWHEAD DR HARVEY LA 70058 <
26408 47 FOX OYSTER CO INC 3S78HWY39 BRAITHWAJIF LA 700*0 I
26409 63 ROGER OORKVa LL ft JAMES BVANS,Bt RTlBOXlO* $T BERNARD LA 70085 1
26418 45 FGXSBAfOQDINC 3678BWY39 BRAlTHWAlIE LA 70040
26420 10 SOPHY ANN 1ANC1CH PO BOX 694 BELLE OUSSB LA 70637 «
2601 27 SOPHY ANN JANC8C8 POWX6R4 BELLE CHASSE LA 700)7
26422 19 SMYAPCT XANCOCH PO BOX694 BOLE CHASSE LA 70037
26423 42 SOPHY ANN XANOCH K ) BOX 0 4  BBULBCHASSB LA 70037
26425 31 POX SEAFOOD INC 367SHWY39 BRATOKWAITB LA 70040
26426 40 SOPHY ANN XANCCT PO BOX 694 BELLE CHASSE LA 70037
26427 11 SOPHY ANN IANOCH PO BOX 694 BEUSCHASSB LA 78037 
2604 23 DALES PGOC 3678HWY39 BRAnHWAHE LA 70040
26436 40 LKMLRSfiRlONE,®. 825FUBUSANrHWY ST BERNARD LA 70085
26437 11 LIONEL R8QUGNE.IR. 82SPUXUSANTHWY ST BERNARD La  7008$
26438 110 LIONEL RSERKINB, JR. 12$PIX»ZSANrHWY STBBRNARD LA 70085 
26859 19 GARY SBECOVKH PO BOX 472 VENICE LA 70091
26453 13 DRAGUTIN POHCH POBOK 172 EMPIRE LA 78850
26454 11 DRAGUTIN PORCH PO BOX 172 EMPIRE LA 70050 
264# 154 UONELRSSRlONE. JR. ezSPLCMSAOTHW ST BERNARD LA 7008$
26457 71 LIONEL RSESKHR JR 82STL0QISANTHWY ST BERNARD LA 70085 i
26458 29 JOSEPH JURISIOU8L 8730MORMSONRD NSW ORLEANS LA 70127 ?
26471 81 DONALD! CAB4POJR 1908FRANCIS CAROL ST BERNARD LA 70085 j
26486 31 DONALD! CAMPO JR 1908 FRANCIS CAROL STTBERKARD LA 70085
26488 43 DONALD J CAMPOJB 1966 FRANCIS CAMX. ST BERNARD LA 70085
26407 84 OAKY BARIHELEMY, PRANK OANZERftARIHLTlREDDOCK GENERAL DSUVHIY PrALAHACHB LA 70082
26498 77 GARYBAKTBELBMY.FRANKQANgRftARTHURRfiDPTCK (SNERALDELIVERY PTXlAJUCHE LA 70082
26499 51 GABYBAKTHBLEMY. FRANKGANIBRft ARUM.RHXDICK GENERALDRUVERY PTAl a HACHB LA 7002
26500 25 GARY BaRTHHUMY. PRANK QANlgR ft  ARTHUR. REDDICK GENERAL DRLIVBRY PTALAHACHE LA 7088Z
26501 96 GARY BAimELEMY.PRANK GAMER* ARTHUR RSDDKK GENERAL DELIVERY PTALAHACHE LA 70882
28503 64 DOKALDJ CAlffOJR 1908 FRANCIS CAROL ST BERNARD LA 70085 |
26505 220 SBROOVKH f t  SONS SEAFOOD INC 8066H W Y» ROUTE305 BELUt CHASSE LA  70837 
26307 32 XA1HANOHARVKY.IR POBOX31 PTALAHACHE LA 70082 
2 W  42 DONALD! CANTO JR 1908 FRANCS8CAROL STIB^ARD LA 70085

26540 11) RACHBALM FOX 5471HWY59 BRAZZtfWAnE LA 70040 
86541 34 D A U B  FOX 3678HWY19 BRARHWAllE LA 70040
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M. J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR.
GOVERNOR

j S i s i c  o f  |C o u i s t a n a
OFFICE Of Th£  GOVERNOR

3Bflton p o u g e
70604-0004

POST OFFICE BO* M004 
(504)342-7019

January 3, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO : Members, Oyster Lease Mitigation Committee

FRO M : L 0  LenB ahr

SUBJECT: Committee meeting on January 7 (location changed to NicholVs State Univ.)

The format and location o f the January 7 meeting have been changed to take advantage o f an 
opportunity that should be o f great interest to all committee members. D r. Joe DeAlteris, 
from the University o f  Rhode Island, has agreed on very short notice to join us fo ra  technical 
discussion o f various approaches to surveying estuarine water bottom over large areas in a 
cost-effective manner. Dr. Deal tens has extensive experience in  measuring the quality o f 
oyster habitat in various estuaries including the Chesapeake Bay and he has developed what 
appears to be a  credible, objective and practical survey procedure.

We will describe to Dr. DeAlteris the scope and specific requirements of our need to 
characterize the suitability o f specific areas within the Barataria Bay system for the purpose o f 
relocating oyster leases. The ensuing discussion will focus on whether Dr. DeAlteris1 
technique is appropriate and/or adaptable for our specific needs.

In addition to committee members the meeting will be open to  anyone interested in acoustic 
and other remote sensing techniques, estuarine benthic systems, sedimentary processes, oyster 
propagation and related fields. Persons with field experience in the range o f  bottom types 
found in the Barataria system are encouraged to participate.

W e will meet at 10:00 a.m . in the Century Room at Nicholl's State University (under the 
stadium). D r. DeAlteris will be flying out o f  New Orleans Tuesday afternoon and will have to 
leave Nicholls by about 2:30 p .m ., which should give us adequate time for discussion. In the 
interest o f taking maximum advantage o f Dr. DeAlteris' time no other agenda items are 
proposed at this time.



Louisiana Oyster Growers and Dealers Association
&

Louisiana Oyster Task Force

January 6 ,1997

The Honorable Mike Foster 
Governor, State o f Louisiana 
Post Office Box 94004 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

Len Bahr, Chairman 
Governor's Office o f Coastal Activity 
Post Office Box 94396 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Dear Sirs:

It is with a sad and discouraged heart that we write this letter. We have all expended 
much time and effort in an attempt to soften the adverse effects o f  coastal restoration projects on 
possible impacted oyster leases and leaseholders. We all started with good intentions for a  noble 
cause and, the leaseholders, now find ourselves in an untenable position.

The Oyster Lease Mitigation Committee was formed at the request o f  the Oyster Industry 
as a forum to  express to State Administrators the needs, requirements, method o f operation, and 
concerns o f  our farmers as pertains to coastal restoration. The purpose o f  the committee was to 
mitigate any adverse effects on oyster leases, leaseholders and to the state caused by renewing and 
restoring Louisiana's coastline.

This Oyster Lease Mitigation Committee is no longer functioning as a fair and 
representative forum for all the interests associated with coastal restoration. The decision to  not 
renew (copy attached) some oyster leases dated December 16, 1996 and mailed to those parties 
tells us that the Secretary o f  the Louisiana Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) is  no 
longer interested in discussing issues o f  mutual interest with the oyster industry at the Oyster 
Lease Mitigation Committee forum. Just as we asked that this committee be formed, we now ask 
that this committee be disbanded as we, the Oyster Industry Representatives, can no longer 
participate in such a forum  We fee! that without our presence there can be no justification for 
such a committee as structured.

There is agreement that there should be a hold-harmless clause in leases in impacted areas 
only if  this provision was coupled with some form of a leaseholder option package that is effective



and accessible for current lease holders. This package has been on the table for a very long time. 
The committee agreed that the best way to implement the leaseholder option package was by 
legislative action. Some committee participants have delayed the draft legislative proposal 
repeatedly. A  workshop dedicated solely to developing the proposed legislation has recently been 
canceled without cause.

In lieu o f further discussion on the option package, the January 7 meeting’s topic is on a 
technical discussion o f  various approaches to surveying estuaries water bottom. The first 
workshop clearly defined as the best method o f surveying estuarine water bottom as poling. The 
expert hired by the Department o f  Natural Resources, Dr. Sammy Ray, also agreed and reported 
that the best method is by poling. All committee participants agreed that other methods could be 
in time more cost effective and less time consuming than poling. Committee participants agreed 
that poling should be done, then we could compare these other methods with poling to correlate 
each properly. This correlation is not now the highest priority.

Putting together a Legislative package by all the various interests involved in Coastal 
Restoration is definitely o f  the utmost importance for immediate action. The Oyster Industry is 
now under a  moratorium for granting any new water bottom leases, with a  time frame for 
developing a method o f handling those that would be in an area impacted by a coastal restoration 
project. Nothing is being done to develop this process.

The State has issued letters o f  non-renewal o f some oyster leases. This action is 
counterproductive to the interests o f  the future o f  the oyster industry. This action has fostered 
legal action, which is unwanted by all concerned. The LDWF is by law empowered to  encourage 
leasing o f water bottoms to enhance and develop a strong oyster industry. We leaseholders have 
continually adjusted to  changing environmental conditions to exist and expand our markets to the 
betterment o f  the economy o f  Louisiana.

Our recommendation to you is that oyster leases that have not been renewed in coastal 
restoration areas be renewed. This will allow those lease holders to be treated like all other lease 
holders until the legislative process and judicial process have dealt with these issues.

Ralph Pausina, President
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association Plaquemines Oyster Association

Sam Slavich,
Louisiana Oyster Dealers & Growers Association

Wilson Voisin, Jr. Chairman 
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

Gulf Oyster Industry Council



cc: Randy L. Ewing
Senate President

Hunt B. Downer 
Speaker o f the House

Jack Caldwell
Secretary, Louisiana Department o f  Natural Resources 

Jimmy Jenkins
Secretary, Louisiana Department o f  Wildlife and Fisheries 

Louisiana House and Senate Natural Resources Committees 

Mark Davis
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby amend the 

regulations governing the Special Bait Dealer's Permit (LAC 

76:VII.329). Authority for adoption of this rule is included in 

R.S. 56:497(C).

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 
§329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit

* * *

C. Operations
* * *

3. No more than two gallons of dead shrimp may be 

aboard the vessel while it is operating under the permit. All dead 

shrimp in excess of two gallons must be immediately returned to the 

water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities may be sold for 

bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.
* * *

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.

56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210 (April 

1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989) , LR 19:215 (February 1993), 

LR 22: .

Chairman



RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97 
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the 
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster 
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one- 
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and 
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B(l) for 
extensions through May 15th of each season after 
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force, 
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season, 
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25) (a) allows the Commission, through its 
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on 
biological and technical data for all fish for the 
purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum 
continuing social and economic benefit to the State 
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented 
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996 
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Sister Lake Ovster Seed 
Reservation shall close effective at 5 D.m. February 1, 
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97 
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public 
Oyster Seed Ground. Plaquemines Parish, inside a line 
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to



Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, 
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, 
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe 
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed 
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the 
remaining portions of the public grounds with the 
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be 
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action, if necessary, to close areas if oyster 
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the 
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended.

Chairman
La. Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary 
La. Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1, 

notice, is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close 

effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the 

remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Ovster Seed Ground 

inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south 

to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to 

the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public 

grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997 

at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of 

the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public 

tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Chairman
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, RESOLUTION

Managerial Adjustment to the Remaining Portion of the 96/97 
Oyster Season on the Public Grounds

Adopted by the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

January 9, 1997

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:433 provides that the Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
may be opened on the Wednesday following Labor Day which 
in 1996 was September 4, and

WHEREAS, the oyster resources on the "Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and Oyster Seed Reservations" were surveyed and the 
available supply and size variation has been determined, 
and

WHEREAS, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established the 
96/97 season on the "Louisiana Public Oyster Seed Grounds 
and the Sister Lake, Hackberry Bay and Bay Gardene Oyster 
Seed Reservations" not currently under lease to open one- 
half hour before sunrise on September 4, 1996, and 
established the season in Calcasieu Lake, and

WHEREAS, these areas are scheduled to close on April 1, 1997, and

WHEREAS, there are provisions under R.S. 56:433 B (1) for 
extensions through May 15th of each season after 
considering the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force, 
and R.S. 56:433E allows for adjustments to the season, 
and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:6(25)(a) allows the Commission, through its 
Secretary, to set seasons, times and places, based on 
biological and technical data for all fish for the 
purposes of management of fishery species for the maximum 
continuing social and economic benefit to the State 
without over fishing, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Oyster Task Force members were presented 
with these recommendations at the December 12, 1996 
meeting and voted in favor of the recommendation, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. that the Sister Lake Ovster Seed 
Reservation shall close effective at 5 o.m. February 1, 
1997 and remain closed for the remainder of the 96/97 
public oyster season; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an area on the Breton Sound Public 
Oyster Seed Ground, Plaquemines Parish, inside a line 
running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south to



Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, 
south to the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, 
including the public grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe 
shall close at 5 p.m. February 1, 1997 and remain closed 
for the remainder of the season, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the open season on all of the
remaining portions of the public grounds with the 
exception of Calcasieu Lake public tonging reef shall be 
extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m., and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to take emergency 
action, if necessary, to close areas if oyster 
mortalities are occurring or to delay the season or close 
areas where significant spat catch has occurred with good 
probability of survival, or where it is found that there 
are excessive amounts of shell in seed oyster loads, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary will also have the
authority to take emergency action to reopen areas 
previously closed if the threat to the resource has 
ended.

Chairman/ 7
La. Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953 (B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:6(25)(a), R.S. 56:433 and R.S. 56:435.1, 

notice is hereby given that the Secretary of the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

hereby declare:

1. That the Sister Lake Oyster Seed Reservation shall close 

effective February 1, 1997 at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the 

remainder of the 96/97 public oyster season.

2. That an area on the Breton Sound Public Ovster Seed Ground 

inside a line running from the marker at Bayou Terre Boeufs, south 

to Snake Island, then to Lonesome Island, to Bell Island, south to 

the land mass on the south side of Bay Crabe, including the public 

grounds in Bay Gardene, Bay Crabe shall close on February 1, 1997 

at 5 p.m. and remain closed for the remainder of the season.

3. That the open season on all of the remaining portions of 

the public grounds with the exception of Calcasieu Lake public 

tonging reef shall be extended to April 30, 1997 at 5 p.m.

Chairman
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ENFORCEMENT CASE RFPORT-DECEMBER 1996
i

REGION I

TOTAL CASES-102 ' WMA&REFUGES-4

3-Boating

3-Fishing W /O Resident Pole License

1-Sell And O r Buy Fish W /O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

1-Take/Ross. Undersize Commercial Finfish 

9-Hunting W /O Resident Hunting License

1-Hunting W/o Non-Resident License
!

1-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle

5- Hunting With Unplugged Gun O r Silencer

3-Hunt From A Public Road O r Road Right-Of-Way

1- Hunt MGB W /O A State Stamp

2- Failure To Comply With Hunter Safety Regulations

6- Hunt W /O Resident Big Game License 

1-Hunt W /O Non-Resident Big Game License

1-Hunt O r Take Deer Illegal Hours O r W/Artificial Light 

20-Hunt O r Take Deer From Public Road 

1-Possession Of Illegally Take Deer O/S

i .
6- Field Possession Of Deer Meat W /O Tag

7- Failure To W ear Hunters Orange



Page (2)

1-Hunting Ducks W /O Federal Stamp

1-Wanton Waste Of MGB

3- Possession Of O ver Limit Of Ducks

4- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

3-Littering

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheriesi
1-Possession Of Firearm Of Convicted Felon

9-Operate ATV O n Public Road

1-Simple Obstruction Of Highway Of Commerce

1- Driving W /O O perators  License

5- Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:
i

2 guns, 1 spotlight, 1 hunter orange vest, 1 cam o vest, 1 button buck, 11 deer, 12 ducks, 

5 ice chests.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 1:

3-Boating 3-Littering

3-Sport Fishing

2- Commercial Fishing 

64-Hunting

5-MGB

REGION 1 CONiT'D.

22-Misc.
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REGION 2

TOTAL CASES-81 WMA&REFUGES-4

4- Boating

' 7-Angling W /O A License

1-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

3-Hunting W /O Resident License 

1-Hunting W /O Non-Resident License 

1-Hunt W /O Resident Big Game License 

1 1-Hunt W /O Non-Resident Big Game License 

9-Hunt/Take Deer From Public Road 

7-Hunt From Public Road 

1-Fail To Comply With Hunter Orange Regs.

3-Hunt Wild Q uadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

5- Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

1- Hunt Illegal Deer O pen Season

5- Hunt From Public Road

2- Htmt MGB W /O State Stamp

6- Hunt DMAP W /O Permission 

1-Spotlighting Public Road 

1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

1-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun

i
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4-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA

1-Possession Of Illegal Drugs
i

4- DWI

5- O pera te  ATV On Public Road

1-Littering

1-No Driving License 

1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle

4-Discharge Firearms 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 guns, 1 doe deer, 2 spotlights, 1-8point buck head and horn, 1 box of marijuana with 

pipe, 1-6 volt light, 1 mag.light, 2 boxes 22 ammo., 1 doe deer.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2:
i

4-Boating

8-Sport Fishing 

47-Hunting 

1-MGB 

20-Other ,

1-Littering

REGION 2 CONT'D.

i
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REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-243 WMA&REFUGES-B

4- Boating ,

1-Angling W /O Resident License

5- Take Game Fish Illegally

1-Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial License

1- Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Gear License

i
2- Use Lead Nets In O ther Than Overflow Area

7-Hunt W /O Resident Basic Hunting License

7- Hunt W /O Resident Big Game License

5-Hunt W /O Non-Resident Basic License 

4-Hunt W /O Non-Resident Big Game License 

72-Hunt From Public Road

1- Discharge Firearm From Public Road

17-Hunt From Moving Vehicle

3- Hunt With Unplugged Gun

15-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours W/Artificial Light

8- Hunt Wild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours (

2- Hunt Deer In Closed Area

3- Take Illegal Deer Open Season

1-Fail To Maintain Sex I.D.
i

10-Failure To W ear Hunters Orange
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1-Hunt Deer W/lllegal Weapon

5-Hunt/Take Ducks W/O State Duck Stamp

1- trap p in g  W/O Resident License

2- Hunt Raccoons/Opossums Illegallyi <
7-Failure To Abide By Rules And Regs. On WMA 

7-Hunt/Take Ducks W /O Federal Stamp

2-Hunt/Take Ducks W /O Unsigned Stamp

1- Hunt MCB W/Unplugged Gun

2- Hunt/Take Ducks Closed Season

2- Take/Possess Over Limit Ducks

9-Hunt/Take MCB Illegal Hours 

12-Hunt/Take MCB W/Lead Shot 

1-Take Robins No-Season 

1-Possession Firearm By Convicted Felon
i

1-Violation Of Probation,Or License Revocation

3- O pera te  ATV On Public Road

3-Littering

1- Criminal Trespass

2- Trespass On Railroad Property

3- Simple Obstruction Of Highway Of Commerce

2-Reckless Operation Of Motor Vehicle

REGION! 3 C O N T'D.
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2-Driving W/O Operators License
i

, ■

1-lmproper Lane Usage 

1-DWI

1-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana .i
CONFISCATIONS:

23 woodducks, 4 ringneck ducks, 12 mallards, 2 gadwall, 1 deer, 150 lbs. Of bowfin, 52
i

lbs. O f catfish, 5 lbs. Of buffalo, 22 crappie, 19 bream, 3 black bass, 12 guns, 117 lead 

shot, 2 spotlight, 1 wheatlight, 1 mag.flashlight, 1 snare, 1 bag marijuana, 1 basic hunting 

license, 1 resident big game license, 8 lead nets, 6 hoop nets.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3:
i

4-Boating
i

7-Sport Fishing

4-Commercial Fishing 

171-Hunting
•:u'

36-MGB

18-Qther

3-Littering

REGION 3 CONT'D.
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REGION 4

TOTAL CASES-145 WMA&REFUGES-58

3-Boating

2- Angling W /O A License

3- Angling W /O A Non-Resident License

1-Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial License 

1-Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Gear License 

1-Take Undersize Commercial Fish

5-Hunt W ithout A Resident License

1- Bow Hunt W/O Bow License

9-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle

2- Hunting With An Unplugged Gun 

7-Hunt Wild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours

3- Hunt From A Public Road

4- Hunting Withovt A Resident Big Game License
.;'I

1- Hunt Deer Closed Area
i

2- Hunt O r Take Deer Illegal Hours With Artificial Light

5- Hunt O r Take Deer From Public Road 

IrHunt O r Take Illegal Deer Open Season 

14-Fail To Comply W/Hunters Orange Regulations
i

1-Hunt On DMAP Lands W /O Permit From Owner/Lesseei
1-Aunt Raccoons Illegally
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REGION 4 CONT'D.i
3-Failure To Comply With PFD Requirements

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

1- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours 1

3-Wanton Waste Of MGB

8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated Steel Shot Only

5-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

2- Taking O r Possession Of O ther Non-Game Birds

3- Violate National Wildlife Regulations

47- Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On WMA 

1-Trespassing i
CONFISCATIONS:

1 deer, 5 raccoons, 213 catfish, 40 ducks, 1 hawk, 2 spotlights, 5 rifles, 100 yards of 3 

inch webbing, 58 lead shells.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4:

3-Boating

8-Fishing

63-Hunting

23-Federal

48- O ther

i
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REGION 5

TOTAL CASES-ISft WMA&REFUGES-5

12-Boating

4-Angling W /O A License

2- Angling W /O A Non-Resident Licensei
1-Take/Possess Undersize Red Drum

3- Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Take/Possess Overlimit Black Drum

1- Sell/Buy Seafood W ithout Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

3-Fai|ure To Maintain Records

2- Possess/Sell Undersize Crabs
i

3- Violation Calcasieu Lake Regulations

2-Failure To Hold Oyster Tags For Sixty Days
i

4- Hunting W /O A License ■

2-Hunting W /O A Non-Resident License

12-Hunting From Moving Vehicle

11-Hunting Illegal Hours

5- Hunting From Public Road
i

1- Hunting MGB W ithout State Stamp

2- Hunting W ithout Resident Big Game License

2- Hunting W ithout Non-Resident Big Game

3- Hunting/Or Take Deer Illegal Hours
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5-Hunting/Take Deer Public Road

5- Failure To W ear Hunters Orange

6- Hunting On DMAP W /O Permit

4-Hunting Raccoons/Opossums Illegally

3-Hunting W /O Federal Stamp

2-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

12-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours 

2-Hunting MGB From Moving Boati
8-Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Only

7- Hunting MGB With Electronic Call 

2-Hunting Ducks Closed Season 

2-Taking IBIS No Season 

2-Hunting MGB W /O State Stamp

1-Hunting MGB W /O Basic Hunting License

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle

13-Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9 

,2-Discharge Firearms From Public Road

i
1-Miscellaneous Federal Violation

REGION 5 CONTD.
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REGION 5
i

CONFISCATIONS:

5 guns, 71 lead shot shells, 16-22 bullets, 12 shotgun shells, 2-#6 nitro mag. shells, 2 

night lights with batteries, 4 hunting licenses, 75 sacks of oysters returned to  water, 44 

gallons of oysters destroyed, 21 coons , 6 rabbits, 6 redfish, 15 boxes undersize crabs, 21 

ducks.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5:

12-Boating
i

22-Fishing

122-Hunting

! Page (1,2)

i
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REGION 6 ,

TOTAL CASES-180 WMA&REFIJCFS-39

38-Boating

5- Angling Without A License

1- Angling Without A Non-Resident License
i

2- Angling Without Resident Pole License

1-Take O r Possess Undersize Red Drum
i

3- Take O r  Possess Undersize Black Drum

1-Take O r Possess Overlimit Of Black Drum

4- Removing Contents From crab Traps
i

9-Hunt W ithout Resident License

14-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

1- Hunting With Unplugged Gun

6- Hunting Wild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours 

13-Hunt From A Public Road O r Right Of Way

2- Hunt MGB W ithout State Stamp

3- Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

1-Littering

1-Speeding

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle

Page (13)

i
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1-Hunt W ithout Resident Big Game License 

! 7-Hunt O r Take Deer O r Bear Illegal Hours 

1-Hunt O r Take Illegal Deer Open Season 

1-Possess Overlimit Of Deer

1- Field Possession Of Deer Meat W ithout Tag

2- Failure To W ear Hunter Orange

2- Possess Spotted Fawn

13-Hunt Raccoons O r Opossums Illegally
i

19-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

4-Hunting Ducks O r Geese W ithout Federal Stamp

3- Hunt MGB Over Baited Area

6-Using Lead Shot In Designated Steel Shot Area

. 4-Wanton W aste O f MGB
!

8-Possess Overlimit Of Ducks 

1-Htint MGB W ithout State Stamp 

CONFISCATIONS:

14 gUns, 4 spotlights, 1 battery, 4 knives, 1 ATV, 2 trucks, 85 steel shot shells, 3 rifle 

bullets, 51 cartridges, 3-10 round clips, 3 shotgun shells, 30 raccoons, 4 deer, 28 teal, 6
i

shovelers, 2 mallard hens, 2 gadwall, 1 widgeon, 1 spoonbill, 14 black drum, 1 red drum, 

1 ice chest of crabs, 1 check for $51.00.

REGION 6 CONT'D.

i
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REGION 6CO NT#D.
i

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6: 

38-Boating

13-Sport Fishing ,
i

4-Commercial Fishing 

73-Hunting 

19-WMA 

26-Federal

6-Misc.

1-Littering

i
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REGION 7 

TOTAL CASES-230

3- Boating

17-Angling Without A License

2-Angling W ithout A License Non-Resident

2- Fish W ithout Resident Pole License

1-Transport W ithout Required License 

25-Hunt W ithout Basic Lie ense 

17-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

4- Hunt With Unplugged Gun
i

7-lliegaI Night Hunting

15- Hunt From A Public Road

i
3- Fail To Comply With Hunter Safety Requirements 

20rHunt W ithout Big Game License

1-Hunt W ithout Non-Resident Big Game License

16- Hunt Deer Illegal Hours
iI

3-Take Deer Illegal Methods 

19-Hunt O r Take Deer From A Public Roadi
5-Take Illegal Deer Open Season 

1-Hunt O r Take Deer With Illegal Weapon

3-Over limit Of Deer

W MA&REFUOES-1R

28-Fail To W ear Hunters Orange
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I- Take Turkey Closed Season
i

3-Possess Turkey Closed Season

1- Hunt W ith Federal Stamp

2- Possession O f Lead Shot 

1-Hunt MGB W ithout State Stamp

I I -  Not Abiding By WMA Rules And Regs.

1-Use WMA W ithout License O r Stamp

7-Criminal Trespass

3- Littering

1-O ther Than W ildlife And Fisheries
i

1- Possess Firearm By Convicted Felon

2- O bstruction Of A Highwayi
4- Discharge Firearm From A Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:

10 deer, 2 turkeys, 3 rabbits, 1 'squirrel, 14 guns, 2 spotlights. 

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7:

3-Boating 3-Littering

1-Commercial Fishing 

21-Sport Fishing 

187-Hunting

REGION 7 CONTD.

15-O ther
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REGION 8
1

TOTAL CASES-204 WMA&REFUGFS-37

32-Boating

18-Angling W /O A Basic License

2- Angling W /O a Non-Resident License

3- Angling W /O Saltw ater License

1- Take O r Possess G am e Fish Illegally

2- Possess O ver The Limit O f Red Drum

2-Take O r Possess Undersize Red Drum

1- Take O r Possess Undersize Black Drum

2- Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial Licensei
3- Take Commercial Fish W /O G ear License,

2-Take O r Possess Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License

2-Fail To M aintain Records

i
1-Leave Nets U nattended

1- Blocking Passage Of Fish '

2- Destroy Legal Crab Traps O r Removing Contents

2-Allow Another To Use Commercial License

2-Take Spotted Seatrout Illegal Hours

2-Take Spotted Seatrout W ithout A Permit

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To O perate  Commercial Vessel

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear
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REGION 8 dONT'D.

1-Failure To Tagy'Mark Nets

1-Take Mullet Comm ercially W /O Permit

4-Take Commercial M ullet Illegal Hours

i

1-Unlawfully Take O ysters From State W ater Bottomsi
3-Take Oysters From U napproved Area 

9-Take U ndersize Oysters From N atural Reef

1- Failure To Display Proper N um ber O n Vessel

2- Hunting W ithout A Resident License

6- Possess Wild Birds O r Wild Q uadrupeds W ithout A License

7- Aunt From A Moving Vehicle
i

13-Hunt W ild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours

2- Hunt From Public Road O r Road Right O f Way

3- Hunt MGB W ithout State Stamp

4- Fail To Comply with H unter Safety Regulations 

1-Hunt W ithout Resident Big Gam e License

5- Hunt O r Take Deer Illegal Hours
»-

5-Hunt O r Take Deer From Public Road

1-Fail To Comply with H unters O range Regulations

3- Possess fu r  Bearing Animals W ithout A License

4- Hunt Ducks W ithout A Federal Stamp
i

4-Hunt MGB W ith Unplugged Gun
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4- Hunt MGB Illegal Hours

6- Hunt MGB Frora Moving M otorboat

2- Rallying MGB

3- W anton W aste O f MGB

12-Use Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

5- Possess O ver The Limit O f Ducks 

2-Taking Grebe-No Season

1-Taking O r Possession O f O ther Non-Game Birds-No Season

7- O ther

CONFISCATIONS:

8 guns, 5 headlights, 3 batteries, 1 gear license, 1 .yyster harvester license, 1 com m ercial 

fisherm an's license, 1 vessel license, 1 m ullet perm it, 113 lead shotgun shells, 2 grebes, 2i
com m orants, 1 nutria, 2 rabbits, 3 deer, 39 ducks, 20 coots, 94 bullets, 5 m ullet nets, 1 

cast net, 1 truck, 1 b o a t , 1 trailer, 1 outboard  m otor, 600 feet of unattended net, 294 

sacks of oysters, 64 lbs. O f shrimp sold for $115.00, 14 speckled tro u t sold for $14.60,

12 red drum , 42 bass, 48 sac au lait, 2 black drum.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8:

32-Boating 7-Other

29-Sport Fishing
i

41-Commercial Fishing

REGION 8 CONT'D.

95-Hunting



SHRIMP ACTIVITY REPORT

REGION 8

COMPLAINTS

1. Shrimp activity for this m onth has been very low. The w hite shrim p crop has been 

disappointing, and there  has been low effort.

PATROLS

1. Due to  hunting seasons and the  m ullet season, we pu t little effort into targe ted  shrim p 

patrols. O n regular saltw ater patrols several shrim pers w ere checked for licenses an<  ̂

gear.
i

INQUIRIES

1. W e received few er inquiries for TED inform ation, which w ere referred  to  the  LSU 

C ooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent G erald Horst, 

i 2.. W e received a few calls regarding mesh size, shrimp size, net and fram es size, license 

requirem ents, and o ther legal questions.

3. The main questions received w ere regarding the  closure date, outside w aters, and the 

boundaries of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds, which rem ain open.

CASES

1. O ne shrim p case was m ade based upon a person using ano ther's  license. 64# shrim p 

w ere seized and sold.

i
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REGION 9
i

TOTAL CASES-222 WMA&REFUGES-15

11- Boating

1-Angling W /O Non-Resident License

I- Angling W /O A Licensei
12- Angling W /O Saltw ater License

i
7-Fail To Have Saltw ater Stamp

I I -  Possess O il  O f Red Drum

7- Possession O f Undersize Black Drum

1- Take Commercial Fish W /O  Commercial License

2- Take Commercial Fish W /O Commercial G ear License
i ' '

2- Take Commercial Fish W /O Vessel License 

1-Fail To M aintain Records

1-Transport W /O Required License

1- Failure To Have W ritten Permission
..y

8- Taking O ysters From Unapproved Area

10-Take Undersize Oysters From N atural Reef

3- H arvest Oysters W /O O yster Harvester License

6-Fail To Cull O ysters In Proper Location

2- Possess Wild Birds W /O A License

8-Hunting From Moving Vehicle
i

4- Hunting W ith Unplugged Gun
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8-Hunt Wild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours and Artificial Lighti
6-Hunting From Moving Vehicle

4-Hunting W ith Unplugged Gun

8-Hunt Wild Q uadrupeds Illegal Hours And Artificial Light 

6-Hunt From Public Road 

1-Hunt From Levee Roadi

1-Fail To Comply W ith H unter Safety Regs.
i

1-Take Rabbits Illegal M ethods 

1-Hunt D eer Closed Season

1- Take D eer Closed Season ,

2- Hunt D eer Illegal Hours And Artificial Light 

1-Take Illegal Deer O pen Season

1-Hunt W ithout M uzzle loader License

4-Hunt Raccoons Illegally
i

1- Possessing F.lt.A. W ithout A License

2- Trap F.B.A. W ithout Resident License 

2-Sell F.B.A. W /O Buyers License
i

2- Take Non-Game Q uadrupeds Illegally

3- Hunting Ducks W /O  Federal Stamp
i

1-Hunting W ith Unsigned Duck Stamp 

1-Hunting MGB W ith Unplugged Gun

REGION 9 CONT'D.
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2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3- Hunting MGB O ver Baited Area

13-Hunting MGB W ith Illegal Firearm

3-Rallying MGB

2-Poss. O f Completely Dressed MGB

1- W anton W aste O f MGB

8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
!

2- H unting Doves Closed Season 

6-Possess O/L O f Coots

2- Possess O/L O f Ducks

3- Hunt MGB W /O State Stamp

1-Hunt MGB W /O Basic Hunting License

5-Criminal Trespass

1-lllegal Possession O f M arijuana

4- lllegal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-Littering

5- Theft O f Decoys And Pirogue

1-Flight From An O fficer 

1-Violation O f Sanitary Code 

CONFISCATIONS: ,i

3 spoonbills, 120 coots, 1 redhead, 1 ringneck, 2 gadwalls, 8 teal, 13 gallinule.

REGION 9 CONT'D.
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CONFISCATIONS C O N TD .:

16 dressed m igratory birds, 25 nutria pelts sold for $28.00, 9 raccoon hides sold for 

$28.00, 1 beaver pelt sold for $4.00, 2 deer, 76 sacks of oysters re tu rned  to w ater, 4
i

sheephead, 4 w hitetrout, 1 speckled trou t, 46red drum , 14 black drum , 12 guns, 2 boats, 

3 headlights, 2 spotlights, variety shotgun shells, 1 grocery bag w ith 6 pack beer.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9:

11-Boating 1-Littering

59-Sport Fishing 

35-Com m ercial Fishing 

52-Huntingi
47-MCB

i
17-O ther

REGION 9 CONT'D.

i



Page (25)

OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-41

10-Take Undersize Oysters From N atural Reefs 

1-Take O ysters W ithout Harvesters License

1- Failure To Have W ritten Permission To Take Oysters From Private Lease

2- Violation Of Sanitation Code
/

2-Use O yster Containers O f Another Shipper

5-Failure To M aintain W holesale/Retail D ealer Records

1- Failure To Have W holesale/Retail Dealers License

2- Failure To M aintain O yster Tags For 90 Days 

8-Violate Health Regs. No Vessel Tarp

3- V iolate Calcasieu Lake Regs.-Take O ver The Daily Limit Of O ysters 

1-A dulterated Oysters

1- No Shippers Certification Num ber
i

2- Failure To Refrigerate O ysters W ithin The Required Time Frame 

1-Transport W ithout Required Transport License

1-Failure To Fill O u t O yster Tags Correctly 

CONFISCATIONS:

44 gallons of oysters, 247, sacks of oysters.
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SPECIAL STRIKE FORCEi
TOTAL CASES-40 WMA&REFUGES-15

6- Boating

2-Angling W /O License Non-Resident

1- Hunt Ducks O r G eese W ithout Federal Stamp

4-Destroy Legal Crab Traps O r Removing Contents

2- Take O r Possess Undersize Black Drum 

1-Take O r Possess Undersize Red Drum 

1-Angling W ithout A License 

1-Take/Possess U ndersize Commercial Finfish

1- Hunt W ithout Resident Licensei
7- Hunt From Moving Vehicle/And O r Aircraft

7-Hunt W ild Quadrupeds/A nd O r Wild Birds Illegal Hours

2- Hunt W ithout Resident Big Gam e License

3- Hunt Raccoons/Opossums 

2-Take/Possess N on-C am s Birds 

CONFISCATIONS:

4 black drum , 1 redfish, 75 lbs. Crabs, 1 ice chest, 2 lights, 1 redtail hawk, 3 guns, 5 

coons, 213 catfish.
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SEAFOOD INVESTIGATION UNIT

TOTAL CASES-30 WMA&REFUGES-13

8-Fishing W ithout A Basic License

7-Fishing W ithout A Saltwater License

1- Take/Possess Undersize Red Drum

2- Take/Possess Undersize Black Drum

1- Buy And Sell Fish W ithout A W holesale/Retail Dealers License

5- Fail To M aintain Records

2- Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

1- Hunt From A Public Road
!

2- Hunt O r Take D eer Illegal Hours 

1-Discharge Firearm From A Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:
i .

2 rifles, 2 spotted seatrout, 6 black drum , 4 w hite trout, 4 sheephead, 4 red drum . 

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR SEAFOOD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT:

1-Boating

18-Recreational Fishing

6- Commercial Fishing

6-Hunting

i



S.W.E.P.

DELTA TIDE AND RIPTIDE 

34 HOURS RUNNING TIME 

19 BOATS CHECKED 

O CITATIONS

Page (28)
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TOTAL CASES WMA&ftEFUGES- 189 

TOTAL CASES________________ - 1674

Page (29)

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUOFS ACTIVITY REPORT

i



48
2
31
2
1
2
3
6
5
1
3
1
2

Z  4 ^  S p e c ia l In v e s tig a t io n s  U n it
Case R eport 1996

Sgt. Jeff M ayne, Sgt. M ark  Benton, Sgt. David Folse, Sr. Agent Guy Adams, Sr. Agent
D arryl M oore, Sr. Agent Doug Wild

Angling Without A Basic License
Angling Without A Basic License Non-Resident
Angling Without A Saltwater License
Angling Without A Saltwater License Non-Resident
Take or Possess Game Fish Illegally
Possess Over Limit Red Drum
Take or Possess Undersize Red Drum
Take or Possess Undersize Spotted Seatrout
Take or Possess Undersize Black Drum
Posses or Possess Over Limit Spotted Sea Trout
Take or Possess Over Limit Black Drum
Fail to Comply with Charter Boat Regulations
Sell Fish Caught Recreationally

17 Not Abiding by Commission Rules and Regulations (Fisheries Violations)
18 Take or Sell Fish Without Commercial Fishing License 
5 Take Commercial Fish Without Gear License
19 Take or Possess Commercial Fish Without Vessel License
88 Sell and/or Buy Fish Without Wholesale/Retail Dealers License 
2 Shed Soft Shell Crabs Without Shedders License 
55 Fail To Maintain Records
19 Transport Fish Without Required License 
26 Illegal Shipping o f Commercial Fish 
4 Possess Game Fish Illegally (Commercial)
4 Possess Red Drum Illegally (Commercial)
11 Use Saltwater Gill Net Illegally
5 Possess Net Without Traversing Permit
5 Fail To Comply with Federal Law While in EEZ
1 Sell and/or Purchase Game Fish
25 Buy Commercial Fish From Unlicensed Fisherman
1 Possess Crabs in Berry Stage
6 Allow Another to use Commercial Fisherman’s License
2 Allow Unlicensed Person to use Commercial Gear License
2 Allow Unlicensed Person to use Commercial Vessel License
4 Fail to Comply With Quota Closure Spotted Seatrout
2 Take Spotted Seatrout Without Permit
3 Take Spotted Seatrout With Mullet Strike Net in Excess 1200 ft.
6 Fail To Report Commercial Fishery Data
1 Take or Possess Undersize Black Drum Commercially 
15 Take or Possess Undersize Hard Crabs 
42 Sell Undersize Hard Crabs
61 Fail To Comply With Shark Permit Regulations
4 Operate Commercial Truck Without Commercial Markings
3 Violate Mullet Regulations
3 Take Mullet Commercially Without Permit



3
3
7
1
2
3
1
1
1
1
1
4
1
4
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
6
14
17
10
4
4
2
1
2
1
1
2
4
1
1

2
1
3
7
3
8

Use More than One Strike Net to Take Mullet Commercially
Possess Red Drum Illegally on Commercial Vessel
Trawl in Closed Season
Use Illegal Mesh Trawl
Fail To Pay Shrimp Severance Tax
Illegal Fishing Breton and Chandeleur
Take More than One Sack Oysters
Take Oysters From Unapproved Area
Take Undersize Oysters from Natural Reef
Take Oysters Closed Season
Fail To Hold Oyster Tags for Sixty Days
Failure to Tag Sacked or Containerized Oysters
Buying For Resale Untagged Oysters
Possession o f Untagged Oysters
Fail To Maintain Traceable Oyster Records
Sell Reptiles and Amphibians Without Collectors License
Operate Without Wholesale/Retail Reptile Amphibian License
Fail To Maintain Records Reptiles, and Amphibian.
Fail To Comply with Shipping Regulation Reptiles and Amphibians
Sell Fur Bearing Animal without License
Sell Non-Game Quadruped Closed Season
Improper Dealer Records Furs and Skins
Theft o f State Property (Commercial License Money) (Felony)
Violate Lacey Act (Felony)
Conspiracy to Violate Lacey Act (Felony)
Injuring Public Records (Fishery Landing Data) (Felony)
Filing False Public Records (Fishery Reports) (Felony)
Federal Permit Violations 
Federal Shark Violations 
Federal Fishery Closed Season 
Federal Take Undersize Commercial Fish

Hunting Without A Basic License
Hunting From A Moving Vehicle
Hunting With an Unplugged Gun
Hunting From A Public Road
Hunt Deer Illegal Hours with Artificial Light
Violate Wildlife Management Area Regulations
Hunting Ducks Without A Federal Stamp
Hunting Migratory Game Birds With Steel Shot

Public Intimidation (Felony)
Illegal Possession o f Marijuana 
Driving While Intoxicated 
Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries 
Littering 
Boating Safety



Class One 130
Recreational Fishing 107 Class Two 46
Commercial Fishing 564 Class Three 351
Hunting 13 Class Four 20
Miscellaneous 16 Class Five 28
Boating Safety 8 Class Six 30

Total 708 Non-Class 23
Federal 20
Federal Felonies 15
Felonies 45

Total Minimum Fine Range $225,150.00 to $687,600.00
Seizures Sold

33,875 Pounds Shrimp $48,115.50
19,624 Pounds Red Snapper $29,085.45
1,916 Pounds Shark and Fins $ 1,733.80
4,431 Pounds Yellow Fin Tuna $11,833.75
2,221 Pounds Mahi Mahi $ 2,780.00
10,969 Pounds Black Drum $ 5,299.00
3,145 Head Bull Drum $ 9,435.00
1,198 Pounds Cobia $ 1,925.75
1,732 Pounds Spotted Trout $ 1,767.00
21,172 Pounds Sheepshead $ 5,293.00
16,477 Pounds Crabs $ 5,155.90
204 Gallons Oysters $ 4,855.00
346 Pounds Blue Fin Tuna $ 692.00
149 Sword Fish $ 484.25
220 Wahoo $ 220.00
366 Bee Liner $ 343,45
434 Greater AmberJack $ 416.25
25 Sacks $ 425.00
67 Flounder $ 200.00
160 Catfish $ 280.00
111 Grouper $ 111.00
166 Trigger Fish $ 84.45
311 Mi sc. Fish $ 249.90

Total $ 130,785.45

Seizures Returned to Water or Donated

8,981 Undersized Crabs 25 Flounder
77 Spotted Seatrout 941 Undersize Red Snapper
14 Coons 329 Misc. Fish
249
458

Sacks Oysters 
Red Ear Turtles

4 Coots

Seized Equipment
10 Trawls 1 Truck 2 Barges
1 Digital Scale 1 Bag Marijuana 2 Boats
2 Rifles 2 Skimmer Nets 7,350 Ft. Gill Nets 1 Purse Seine



AGENDA
' ‘ LOUISIANA WILDLIFE- AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

BATON ROUGE, llA 
January 9, 1997 

.. . . . l-'OO PM
! ,

/f. Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

yC Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 

the Bayou State Bowhunters - Hugh Bateman
Notice of Intent 
Program - Fred Kimmel

Experimental Dove Field Leasing

Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and 
Oyster Lease Moratorium - Danny Babin
Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit - Brandt 
Savoie

IK Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97^ Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds - Ron Dugas
Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December - Winton Vidrine

10. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

11. Public Comments
12. Adjourn
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Hvdrilla in Louisiana

One of the most severe environmental problems facing our natural areas 

is the explosive invasion o f exotic pest plants and animals. These organisms 

invade and rapidly spread in natural areas with harmful consequences.

Louisiana has more than 6.4 million acres o f freshwater habitat. The 

state’s economy, it’s renewable fish and wildlife resources and numerous 

recreational activities are strongly based on this endowment. Louisiana is also 

blessed with a sub-tropical climate. This climate and our abundant water 

resources combine to provide a highly favorable environment for the growth of 

a wide variety of aquatic plants, both native and exotic.

Native aquatic plants are generally considered an important component of 

the aquatic ecosystem. However, infestations of plants, especially exotic plants, 

can exist at a level where temporary benefits to the environment are outweighed 

by the adverse effects to the natural aquatic ecosystem and to public utilization. 

Native and exotic species that adversely impact user interests are often referred 

to as problematic species.

Aquatic plant communities found in a given area are regulated by the
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available habitat and environmental conditions in that location. Water quality, 

water depth, turbidity, available nutrients, available sunlight, water flow rate and 

temperature all have an effect on the type and species o f aquatic vegetation to 

be found in any aquatic system. The biology of the plants involved and the 

diversity of habitat in Louisiana makes plant management a program that does 

not lend itself to a rigid engineering plan. Therefore, any management plan 

must be flexible enough to permit changes in operations to accommodate 

developing conditions.

The water hyacinth is the major pest plant to which Department control 

efforts have been directed since the inception of an aquatic weed control 

program in Louisiana. Aquatic managers are now at a crossroad in facing yet 

another threat to Louisiana’s aquatic ecosystems and their management, Hydrilla 

verticillata. an introduced, exotic aquatic plant. Hydrilla is native to the warmer 

regions of the Old World. A cosmopolitan species, it is found to occur in 

Europe, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands, Africa and North and 

South America. It tends to be more widespread in tropical areas of the world, 

but is also found to occur in temperate regions. In contrast, however, hydrilla 

has been collected in Siberia at a location only 9° below the Arctic Circle. It is
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a submersed aquatic species which was first found growing in the United States 

in southern Florida in 1960. This introduction was made by the aquarium 

industry, interested in the plant as a sales item. Nearly forty years after it’s 

introduction, hydrilla infestations in the United States continue to expand. It is 

presently found in all the Gulf and Atlantic coast states as far north as Maryland 

and Delaware and also in Tennessee, Arizona, California, and Washington. 

Hydrilla causes serious problems resulting in major detrimental impacts on 

water resources in the United States. In many areas hydrilla has been found to 

clog drainage and irrigation canals, prevent boating access for fishing and other 

water-related recreation, impede commercial navigation, replace more desirable 

native plants, degrade water quality and decrease property values.

In Louisiana, hydrilla was first identified at Spanish Lake, Iberia Parish, 

in July 1973. In August 1973, it was also identified in Sibley Lake, near the 

city of Natchitoches. Subsequent to these discoveries, the Louisiana Department 

o f Wildlife and Fisheries immediately established an eradication policy and 

through intense efforts spanning several years, was successful in eradicating 

hydrilla from both locations. Since 1973, however, it has reappeared and 

become established in numerous waterbodies throughout the State. Following
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its initial discovery, it was found in Toledo Bend Reservoir, Grassy Lake (St. 

Martin Parish) and 3 south Louisiana marsh lakes; Theriot, Boeuf, and 

Penchant. Since then, hydrilla has continued to spread to many other 

waterbodies throughout Louisiana, including Bayou Lafourche and the 

Atchafalaya Basin.

In 1989 field surveys, hydrilla was found in Caney Lake, located near 

Jonesboro, and Lake Rodemacher (Cleco), near Alexandria. In an almost 

methodical fashion, new infestations have recently been documented in the 

following waterbodies: Black Lake (Natchitoches), Bundicks Lake, False 

River, Half-Moon Bayou (St. Landry Parish), Lake Kincaid, Lake Martin, 

Miller’s Lake, Saline-Larto Complex, Spanish Lake (New Iberia),Cotile Lake, 

Spring Bayou Wildlife Management Area, Henderson Lake, Lake Bistineau, 

Smithport Lake (Caddo Parish), Spanish Lake (Iberville Parish); Chicot Lake, 

Flag Lake (Barksdale AFB), latt Lake, and Smith Bay (Grassy Lake WMA). 

Due to the vast expanse of suitable habitat statewide and recent trends in 

discovering new infestations, it is highly probable that numerous, yet 

undiscovered, infestations exist or soon will.

One of the early mysteries concerning hydrilla was how it could become
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established and then displace native aquatic plants. Research has answered 

many o f those questions. A unique and very competitive characteristic of 

hydrilla is it’s growth habit. Hydrilla grows very rapidly, reportedly from one 

to three inches per day. It produces very dense branches in the upper 2-3 feet 

of water which allow it to intercept up to 95% of the sunlight in the top one foot 

of the water column, thereby shading out other aquatic plants. Hydrilla also 

makes efficient use o f other resources available to it. The tissue of a hydrilla 

plant is mostly water, from 95% to as much as 99%. Consequently, it can 

produce a large quantity o f fresh plant material from a limited supply of the 

essential plant nutrients carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus. It is also a luxury 

consumer of phosphorus, meaning that it can continue to absorb and store the 

nutrient beyond it’s need for growth, thereby competing directly with 

phytoplankton, which is the basis for the food chain in aquatic systems.

Hydrilla also has complex physiological adaptations. For example, 

adaptations which allow hydrilla to utilize lower light levels for photosynthesis 

mean that hydrilla can begin to photosynthesize earlier in the morning, thus out 

competing other aquatic plants for limited dissolved carbon in the water. It can 

also absorb carbon from the water at lower concentrations than other aquatic



plants. It’s low light requirement (1% or less of full sunlight) also allows 

hydrilla to colonize in deeper water. It has been found growing in depths up to 

18’ in Toledo Bend , 23' in Lake Conroe, and 50' near Crystal River, Florida . 

It thrives in a variety of water conditions: clear to muddy, acid to alkaline 

(grows best at a pH range of 6 - 8), fertile (eutrophic) to infertile (oligotrophic). 

Hydrilla can also tolerate salinities up to 10 parts per thousand. Once 

established, hydrilla becomes the dominant plant thereby displacing most all 

native vegetation. This results in a mono-typic culture and a loss o f native 

biodiversity and those organisms dependent on that diversity.

Hydrilla is generally rooted to the bottom, although fragments break loose 

and are capable of surviving in a free-floating state. It has been documented that 

almost 50% of hydrilla fragments having a single whorl (a circular arrangement 

of leaves around the stem) can sprout a new plant. Larger fragments have an 

even greater ability to regrow. This means that small amounts of hydrilla on 

boat trailers, in bait buckets, ice chests or live wells, or dumped from an 

aquarium can very easily spread the plant from one location to another. Stem 

branching is usually sparse until the plant approaches the water’s surface, then 

branching can become profuse. Hydrilla also produces many horizontal above



ground stems (stolons) and underground stems (rhizomes). It’s leaves are 1/8 to 

1/4 of an inch wide, 1/3 to 2/3 o f an inch long, and occur in whorls o f 3-8. The 

leaves have numerous small, sharp teeth along the margins. The underside of 

the leaf midrib has either spines or glands giving the plant its rough texture.

Hydrilla is unique in that it can be either monoecious (both male and 

female flowers on the same plant) or dioecious (only male or female flowers on 

the same plant). To date monoecious populations have been found only to exist 

in the mid-Atlantic states. Elsewhere, including Louisiana, all plants found thus 

far are dioecious (female) and have not produced seeds.

The importance of seed production to hydrilla dispersal is not known. 

Seed production and viability is low compared to many other plants. It is 

probably of minor importance when compared to hydrilla’s success at vegetative 

reproduction. However, seeds of many other plants can be ingested by birds, 

carried for long distances, and passed through in a viable condition. I f  this is 

true for hydrilla seed, it may be an important means of natural long distance 

dispersal. While vegetative reproduction is important for short distance 

dispersal, man has proven to be quite efficient at transporting hydrilla fragments 

long distances.
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In addition to previously mentioned methods of reproduction, hydrilla 

also produces specialized vegetative reproductive structures called turions and 

tubers. Turions are compact, dormant buds located in the leaf axils which 

detach and allow the plants to survive the winter. These structures are 

approximately 3/16 to 5/16 of an inch long, dark green in color, with a spiny 

appearance. Tubers are fleshy reproductive structures located on the ends of 

rhizomes, which are underground stems and can be found up to 12 inches deep 

in the sediment. They are 3/16 - 7/16 of an inch long and are usually light 

colored. Tubers and turions can withstand extremely adverse conditions such 

as cold water temperatures (including ice cover), drying, ingestion and 

regurgitation by waterfowl, and herbicide applications. One single plant has 

been shown to have produced more than 5,000 new tubers per square meter 

(465/sq. ft). They can remain viable for several days out of water and for 

indefinite periods in damp soil.
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Control Methods

Once established, eradication of hydrilla is practically impossible. It’s 

adaptability to widely varying environmental conditions, it’s explosive growth 

rate and it’s ability to reproduce in several ways throughout it’s life cycle are all 

factors that allow it to out-compete more desirable plants. These factors also 

make it extremely difficult to control. There are several options available, 

however, for providing some measure of control. These include herbicides, 

mechanical removal, biological control, and water level manipulation or lake 

drawdown. Individual options, including advantages and disadvantages of each 

are as follows:

-Herbicides: There are four EPA registered herbicides presently available that 

will successfully control hydrilla. These include copper, diquat, endothall, and 

fluridone. Copper is used mainly in combination with diquat or endothall. 

These products are expensive and some may require repeated treatments. 

Depending on water depth, cost per acre could range from $350 - $600. There 

are circumstances where herbicides cannot be used at all due to label restrictions 

for domestic water intakes or diffusion in rapidly moving water. Tubers and
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turions are not affected by these herbicides.

-Mechanical Control: Commercial aquatic weed harvesters are available that can 

temporarily remove hydrilla from a waterbody. They are expensive to purchase, 

maintain, and operate and hydrilla’s rapid growth rate would require multiple 

harvests. They are considered ineffective in that they are only capable of 

removing approximately 3 acres of vegetation per day at a cost of up to $1500 

per acre.

-Biological Control: An effective biological agent can be the most cost effective 

method of hydrilla control. Sterile triploid grass carp are the most effective 

biological agent currently used in achieving control. Although hydrilla is it’s 

preferred food, these “nonspecific” herbivores will consume other types of 

submersed and some emergent aquatic vegetation. Other biological control 

agents such as insects and plant pathogens are still being researched and are not 

available for general use.

-Water Level Manipulation: Lake drawdowns, or the artificial lowering of water 

levels, have also been utilized for hydrilla control. Their use is limited to 

waterbodies that have adequate control structures and hydrologic characteristics 

to adequately control water levels and where lowered water levels will not
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interfere with other primary water uses such as domestic or irrigation supplies, 

navigation, or hydroelectric power production. This method has been successful 

for controlling various other aquatic plant species but provides only limited 

control o f hydrilla. Lakes currently undergoing drawdown procedures in 

Louisiana for hydrilla control include Lake Bistineau, Chicot Lake, Henderson 

Lake, and Spring Bayou (Avoyelles Parish). latt Lake is scheduled to be drawn 

down in 1997 for hydrilla control.

Due to the vast acreage of aquatic habitat in Louisiana, it is difficult to 

accurately estimate the number of acres of hydrilla currently infesting state 

waters. Statewide aerial surveys conducted by Aquatic Plant Research and 

Control Section technical staff in May and June 1996 indicated a very 

conservative estimate of approximately 30,000 acres . Factors hampering these 

visual observations include hydrilla growth patterns, high water conditions, 

water turbidity, and tree canopies in many areas of the state, especially within 

the Atchafalaya Basin. Due to these impairments, our vast areas o f aquatic 

habitat, and significant increases in public complaints, it is speculated that the 

infestation could be more than twice the reported estimates. Each day the 

problem increases as hydrilla continues to spread throughout the state. As has
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been the case in other states, Louisiana will never be able to completely 

eradicate hydrilla. Consequently, the only remaining option will be to learn 

how to manage it within our capabilities. Based on the biology and field 

experiences with hydrilla infestations in the southeastern United States, to do 

nothing with the rapidly developing hydrilla infestation will ultimately result in 

an economic as well as an ecological disaster to the state of Louisiana. 

Furthermore, unless appropriate action is taken to adequately address the 

problem we are facing, hydrilla will continue its relentless encroachment upon 

the aquatic resources of our state.

Recommendations

At this time the Department has no funded submersed vegetation control 

program. To establish and maintain such a program would require a continuous 

appropriation of significant additional funding. If the Department were to 

engage in such a program, it is recommended the problem be addressed 

statewide on a priority-use basis rather than selectively treating certain lakes.

Hydrilla is one of several invasive exotic plants presently designated 

noxious and it’s importation is prohibited by state and federal statutes. The state
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statute should be amended to include the prohibition of both interstate and 

intrastate movement of these plants. Legislation to accomplish this is scheduled 

for introduction during the 1997 legislative session.

Once introduced and naturalized, these exotic pests forever change our 

native plant diversity and the organisms dependant upon that diversity. Severe 

infestations will negatively impact the state’s economy and will cost millions of 

dollars annually to manage. A concerted effort should be made by the 

Department to educate the public to the danger and damage introductions of all 

exotic species such as hydrilla, water hyacinth, and zebra mussels can have on 

Louisiana’s extensive and invaluable water resources.

13



H v d r i l l a  F a c t s

Rapid growth, up to 1-3 inches per day.

Profuse branching near the surface allows it to intercept 95% of the 
sunlight thereby shading out other aquatic plants.

Hydrilla plant tissue contains mostly water, 95% - 99%.

Can reduce available irrigation water supplies as much as 60%.

Infestations can become so dense that birds and small animals can walk 
across the vegetation.

It is virtually impossible for conventional outboard motor powered boats 
to navigate through hydrilla because propellers and water intakes get 
clogged.

Nearly 50% of hydrilla fragments having a single whorl of leaves can 
produce a new plant.

In Florida, a single tuber was documented to have produced 160 pounds 
o f vegetative growth and resulted in the production of more than 6,000 
tubers in the soil after only 4 months of growth!
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MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO. CASES AMOUNT CREDIT FOR NO. CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS Percent
ASSESSED ASSESSED SALE GOODS PAID PAID TAKEN Dollars Paid

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94

July, 1993 25 21,039
Aug.. 1993 53 44.922
Sept.. 1993 42 137,635
Oct.. 1993 49 21,471
Nov.. 1993 57 31,207
Dec.. 1993 53 13,777
Jan.. 1994 38 18,918
Feb.. 1994 68 38,131
Mar.. 1994 38 22,739
April, 1994 14 44,732
May. 1994 10 4,504
June. 1994 29 26,167

Total FY 1994 476 425,242

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

July, 1994 17 2,127
Aug.. 1994 41 96,403
Sept., 1994 34 14,614
Oct., 1994 94 17,426
Nov.. 1994 43 103,592
Dec.. 1994 68 31,400
Jan., 1995 55 27,601
Feb., 1995 70 61,119
Mar.. 1995 31 25,072
Apr., 1995 13 15,353
May.. 1995 23 11,632
June 1995 45 31,008

Total FY 1995 534 437,347

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

July. 1995 0 0
Aug.. 1995 46 17.425
S e p t.1995 1 125
Oct., 1995 122 206,244
Nov., 1995 55 23,124
Dec.. 1995 50 18,607
Jan., 1996 49 13,815
Feb., 1996 50 14,717
Mar., 1996 33 24,937
Apr., 1996 30 11,007
May.. 1996 23 7,989
June 1996 50 22,151

Total FY 1996 509 360,141

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

July, 1996 40 71,894

Aug.. 1996 32 5,363

S e p t,1996 41 7,210

O ct, 1996 29 11,093

Nov., 1996 20 10,009

Dec., 1996, 13 238,466

Jan., 1997

Feb.. 1997

Mar., 1997

Apr., 1997

May., 1997

June 1997

Total FY 1997 175 344,034

(9,778) 29 4,855 2,545
(1,137) 41 7,950 • 3,603

(17,938) 35 6,783 3,048
(11.282) 40 3,285 1,519
(13,260) 32 3,053 2,845

27 6,507 6,7 D
32 4,423 2,831

(8,238) 46 9,124 5,993
(2,482) 51 10,854 6,796
(1 ,404) 27 7,307 4,632

(165) 7 5,447 3,808
(2 ,986) 12 1,886 U 1 4

(68,670) 379 71,474 45 ,547  27 .5%

(335) 23 2,101 1,437
(3,035) 20 1,010 605

(14,002) 26 2,596 2,342
(8,677) 38 2,922 3,179

45 3,992 2,803
35 4,315 2,329
52 7,493 4,921
41 6,472 3,973
44 8,315 4,737
16 3,565 1,538
16 4,315 654
18 2,630 1,025

(26,049) 374 49,726 29,543 18.1%

27 9,028 1,729
21 3,093 2,049
29 2,720 1,161
62 10,151 6,383
32 4,781 2,803

(15,296) 36 5,297 3,473
38 5,778 3,417
36 6,035 3,422
36 7,173 2,712
24 3,942 2,020
16 2,790 1,182

(15,296) 357 60,787 30 ,350  25.3%

32 5,250 2,948

32 6,255 3,784

29 2,260 1,327

25 3,698 2,262

22 1,625 698

22 5,877 2,122

0 162 24,964 13,140 11.1%

Percent 
Cases Paid

79.6%

70.0%

70.1%

92.6%
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JANUARY 1997 COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA REVISED 

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next meeting, 

scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 9, 1997, at 1 p.m.

The meeting, to be held in the Louisiana Room of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 

2000 Quail Dr., Baton Rouge, is open to the public. The revised agenda follows.

1. Roll call.

2. Approval of minutes of Dec. 5, 1996.

3. Election of Commission chairman and vice-chairman.

4. Donation to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Bayou State 

Bowhunters.

5. Notice of Intent: experimental dove field leasing program.

6. Discussion of notice of non-renewal of oyster leases and oyster lease moratorium.

7. Ratification of rule: special bait dealer’s permit.

8. Declaration of Emergency: adjustment of the 1996-97 oyster seasons on public 

grounds.

9. Enforcement and Aviation reports —  December.

10. Division reports.

a. New Information and Education programs.

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana.

c. Oil spill, Attakapas Wildlife Management Area.

11. Public comments.

12. Adjourn.
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January 6, 1997

NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

AMENDED AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 1:00 P.M. on Thursday, January 9. 1997. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 
the Bayou State Bowhunters

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program

6. Discussion of Notice of Non-Renewal of Oyster Leases and 
Oyster Lease Moratorium

7. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit

8. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

9. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December

10. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b . Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

11. Public Comments

12. Adjourn
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The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will conduct its next regular meeting at 1 

p.m. on Jan. 9, 1997, in the Louisiana Room of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail 

Dr., Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1. Roll call.

2. Approval of minutes of Dec. 5, 1996.

3. Election of Commission chairman and vice-chairman.

4. Donation to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Bayou State 

Bowhunters.

5. Notice of Intent: experimental dove field leasing program.

6. Ratification of rule: special bait dealer’s permit.

7. Declaration of Emergency: adjustment of the 1996-97 oyster seasons on public 

grounds.

8. Enforcement and Aviation reports —  December.

9. Division reports.

a. New Information and Education programs.

b. Hydrilla in Louisiana.

c. Oil spill, Attakapas Wildlife Management Area.

10. Public comments.

11. Adjourn.
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Ja m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr. 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 23, 1996

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r  
G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commissiony'll

FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr. , Secretary| l[/j

SUBJECT: January Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 1:00 P.M. 
on Thursday, January 9, 1997. in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 
the Bayou State Bowhunters

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit

7. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

WINTON VIDRINE

8. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December

A n Lijiml O p p o r lu n i ly  Linploycr
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Commission Meeting 
December 23, 1996

9. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

10. Public Comments

JHJ:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Johnnie Tarver 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs



December 23, 1996

NEWS RELEASE
APPROVED: ^

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by 
the Commission for 1:00 P.M. on Thursday. January 9. 1997, in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll call

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
the Bayou State Bowhunters

Foundation by

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove 
Program

Field Leasing

6. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit

7. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

8. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December

9. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

10. Public Comments

11. Adjourn



FAX TRANSMITTAL

TO: Glynn Carver, Chairman

F A X # _______________________________________________

FROM Susan Hawkins_______________________

RE: January Commission Agenda__________

The attached is for your approval. I am sending 
it early due to the upcoming holidays!

Hope you and your family have a good holiday season!

Thank you.

DATE: 12/18/96___________

TIME S E N T _____________________________

FOR INFORMATION CALL (504) 765-2806

OUR FAX #  (504) 765-2607

PAGES TO FOLLOW 2___________



MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: James H . Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: January Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 1:00 P.M. 
on Thursday, January 9, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife 
and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of December 5, 1996

3. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

4. Donation to Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Foundation by 
the Bayou State Bowhunters

5. Notice of Intent - Experimental Dove Field Leasing 
Program

OFFICE OF FISHERIES

6. Rule Ratification - Special Bait Dealer's Permit

7. Declaration of Emergency - Adjustment to the 1996/97 
Oyster Seasons on the Public Grounds

WINTON VIDRINE

8. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/December
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9. Division Reports
a. New Information & Education Programs
b. Hydrilla in Louisiana
c. Oil Spill, Attakapas WMA

10. Public Comments

JHJ:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Johnnie Tarver 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs



Ja m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr.
S ecretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r
G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and lAssistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries-/*̂ .̂ sp y? ^

FROM:

SUBJECT:

James Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 

' Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
James Manning

DEC 0 6 56
ASST. SECRETARY 

OFFICE OF FISHERIE8

A h Op|»or luni lv  kmployvr



Jo m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr.
S ecretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r
G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
F i s h e r i e s ' ^ s? ^

FROM:

SUBJECT:

James 

Commission

, Secretary

on Meetonq Am.ng Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday. December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperationl

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
James Manning

duife/ /efie*
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Ja m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

received
DEC 1 ] m

tNWlp FISHERIES

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r  
G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries-'/.- s? ^

FROM: James . , Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday. December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch / % / n  \*\io

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot'/ 

■■“ Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
James Manning

A h Ltju-il Oppo rUu n lv  Utuplov^r



J a m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr.
S ecretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r
G overnor

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries:;

FROM: James

SUBJECT:

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday. December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included witjvthe 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank y/ou f&r your 
cooperation! / sf

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
James Manning

z
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Ja m e s  H . J e n k in s , Jr.
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

M .J . "M ike" F o s te r
G overnor

December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

T O : Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fishei

FROM: James ., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - January 9, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote "Nv jJ*

Lyle Soniat^"^ 
James Manning

Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner
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Ja m e s  H . J e n k in s ,  Jr.
S ecretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M J M ik e  F o s te r

Post Office Box 98000 G overnor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

December 5, 1996

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries'/--* S? ^

/ jf yy// // s / •
James Secretary

Commission Meeting Agenda - January 9 , 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Wednesday, December 18th any agenda items your office 
may have for the Thursday, January 9th Commission Meeting to be 
held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
on January 9th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please 
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot 
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Bennie Fontenot 
Karen Foote 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner 
Lyle Soniat 
James Manning
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